READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13 which are based on Reading Passage 1 below.
The return of the huarango

The arid valleys of southern Peru are welcoming the return of a native plant

The south coast of Peru is a narrow, 2,000-kilometre-long strip of desert squeezed between the Andes and the Pacific
Ocean. It is also one of the most fragile ecosystems on Earth. It hardly ever rains there, and the only year-round source
of water is located tens of metres below the surface. This is why the huarango tree is so suited to life there: it has the
longest roots of any tree in the world. They stretch down 50-80 metres and, as well as sucking up water for the tree,

they bring it into the higher subsoil, creating a water source for other plant life.

Dr David Beresford-Jones, archaeobotanist at Cambridge University, has been studying the role of the huarango tree in
landscape change in the Lower Ica Valley in southern Peru. He believes the huarango was key to the ancient people’s
diet and, because it could reach deep water sources, it allowed local people to withstand years of drought when their
other crops failed. But over the centuries huarango trees were gradually replaced with crops. Cutting down native
woodland leads to erasion, as there is nothing to keep the soil in place. So when the huarangos go, the land turns into a

desert. Nothing grows at all in the Lower Ica Valley now.

For centuries the huarango tree was vital to the people of the neighbouring Middle Ica Valley too. They grew vegetables
under it and ate products made from its seed pods. Its leaves and bark were used for herbal remedies, while its
branches were used for charcoal for cooking and heating, and its trunk was used to build houses. But now it is
disappearing rapidly. The majority of the huarango forests in the valley have already been cleared for fuel and
agriculture — initially, these were smallholdings, but now they're huge farms producing crops for the international

market.
Questions 1-5
Complete the notes below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.
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Write your answer in boxes 1-5 on your answer sheet.

The importance of the huarango tree

— its roots can extend as far as 80 metres into the soil

— canaccess Lo, deep below the surface

— was a crucial part of local inhabitants’ 2........cceinniiniennnn, ..... alongtime ago

— helped people to survive periods of 3.

— Prevents & aonnsin of the soil

— prevents land from becoming @ B....vvvenenceeeeresserees e

Questions 6-8

Complete the table below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 6-8 on your answer sheet.

Traditional uses of the huarango tree

Part of tree Traditional use
B e Fuel
OO 11 O rerersse bt Medicine
B construction
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