Nonfiction: American History

Date

SOUTHERN PLANTATIONS

Most of the people who lived in the South owned farms. The South had a long growing season. This
made it easier for farmers to grow food. This made it possible to have a cash crop, meaning they could
sell their crops for money.

Soon, the farms grew into plantations. A plantation was about the size of 100 small farms. For some
of the plantations, the cash crop was tobacco. Others grew rice or indigo.

To grow these crops, owners and farmers needed a lot of workers. Sometimes they had as many as
50 to 100 workers. Many of these workers at the time were indentured servants. They were working
to pay off their passage to America. But soon these workers were replaced with slaves. Slaves were
cheaper. Slaves were easier to control. Slavery rose to become a huge issue in the South for many
years to come.
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STORY QUESTIONS

{. What is the author’s opinion about the Southern plantations?
a. tolerant c. disgusted
b. pathetic d. You can’t tell.

2. Which of the following sentences explains why indentured servants were replaced with slaves?
a. Indentured servants were cheaper than slaves.
b. Indentured servants were easier to control than slaves.
c. Slaves were easy to locate.
d. Slaves were cheaper.

3. Which of the following statements is the reason why cash crops were grown?
a. Growing year round is easier.
b. Plantation owners worked together to grow crops.
c. Farmers could sell cash crops for money.
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. The plantation owners wanted to eat certain foods year round.

4. What does the term “indentured servants™ mean?
a. slaves ¢. people who pay off money they owe by serving
b. lazy people d. children who had jobs
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