Nonfiction: American History

Date

GOLD COUNTRY *49

Most people who came to California in 1849 were looking for gold. Some men came to make
money in other ways.

In 1853, a man made a pair of pants on an old sewing machine. The pants were made out of
canvas. They were strong and long lasting. In just a few months, his pants became popular
with miners. He could hardly sew pants fast enough to keep up with the number of people
that wanted to buy them. He got rich overnight. What was his name? Levi Strauss. He
made the first pair of Levi's jeans.

Phillip Armour lived in New York. He decided he would walk to California. He stopped in a
town called Placerville, California. He opened a store and sold meat. Phillip made so much
money that he moved his meat plant to Wisconsin. He became the largest meat maker in the
world. He made Armour hot dogs and sausages.

Henry Wells and William Fargo moved to San Francisco. They had a stagecoach company
and started a bank. Mail was moved from place to place on their stagecoaches. People put
money in their bank. Henry and William kept it safe. They let others who needed money use
it, if they paid it back. Wells Fargo was the name of their company. Today, it does not carry
mail. It does not bring people on a stagecoach. It is a bank that is found in towns across the
United States. The name is still Wells Fargo.

These men did not find gold in pans. They did not look for it in the streams. They got their
money from their new ideas.
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STORY QUESTIONS

1. Which man is responsible for Levi jeans?
a. Henry Wells c. William Fargo
b. Levi Strauss d. Phillip Armour

2. Which of the following statements is FALSE?
a. Levi Strauss helped create Wells Fargo bank.
b. Many people came to California for reasons other than gold.
c. Gold mining was not the only industry in California.
d. The men mentioned above did not pan for gold. They made their money creating
other things.

3. The purpose of this passage isto ...
a. entertain the reader with stories and diaries of miners.
b. inform the reader about the steps of panning for gold.
c. persuade the reader to learn more about California missions.
d. to inform the reader about other ways people made money in California.

4. Which of the following was NOT one of the ways of making money mentioned in the
passage above?

a. making pants c. baking bread
b. selling meat d. bringing mail by stagecoach
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