NARRATIVE TENSES

Past Simple Tense Vs. Past Continuous Tense
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Past Simple Tense Past Continuous Tense
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He V2 He
was V-in

She b She 4
11 — studied It walking
We ate We stud:;ing

went eating
You You :|—WEI'E EOINg
They -~ They -

‘when’ + short action (past simple tense)
‘while’ + long action (past continuous tense)
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| was waiting at the bus stop
when a thief stole my bag.

While ) was waiting at the bus
stop, a thief stole my bag.

. | heard a knock at the front door so | (went / was going) to answer it.

. At this time yesterday, | (wrote / was writing) an essay.

. The football season (began / was beginning) a month ago.

. She (had ¢raduated / eraduated) from school in 2001.

. We entered the house quietly because everyone (was sleeping / had slept).

. By the time we (got / had got) to the cinema, the film had already started.

. The children (were playing / played) in the garden while their parents were watching them.

. They (had left / left) many hours before we arrived.
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Past Simple Tense Vs. Past Perfect Tense
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Past Simple Tense Past perfect Tense
[ = I = -
He V2 He V3
walked
A studied B walked
It T — It L _had —  studied
We e We eaten
went
You stole You sst:::_'
They = They _| -

Choose the correct option to complete the sentences.
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By the time | could talk to her, she decide/ had decided to quit her job.

| looked at the photo and suddenly realised that | saw / had seen that man somewhere before.
First | made/ had made the salad, then | toasted the bread.

Had you already cooked / Did you already cook breakfast when you got up?

She didn't feel like another coffee as she just had / ‘d just had one.

We had the French exam this moming. It wasn’t / hadn’t been as hard as I'd expected, though.
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Dinosaurs lived / had lived hundreds of millions of years ago.
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