Nonfiction: American History

Date

THE TELEPHONE

In the 1800s, people had to wait a long time to get news from other places. It had to
come by letters. It had to come by horse. Or, people had to tell others the news. It
was hard to find out what was going on in the world.

Alexander Graham Bell changed that. He dreamed and dreamed. He wanted people
in faraway places to talk to each other. He wanted them to know what was going on.

He took a wire and put things on both ends. He talked into one
end. His friend talked into the other. They did it many times.
They tried many kinds of wires. One day they could hear what
the other one was saying. They could talk to each other on the
wire.

The two men called this new idea the telephone. It means “far
sound”

Before long, people could talk all over the country. It made
them happy. They could hear news from other places. They
could call to say “hello.” They could call when they were happy.
They did not have to have a reason to call.

The telephone made the world a smaller place.

STORY QUESTIONS

1. How did the families get news long ago?
a. by cell phone
b. by phone
c. by letters or people telling it to them
d. by computer

2. Which words best tell us about the phone?
a. It makes getting news easier and faster.
b. It is too big.
c. It does not work.
d. It is not a good invention.

3. Tell what kind of sentence this is: It had to come by horse.

a. declarative c. interrogative
b. exclamatory d. none of these
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