12 | Marriage and divorce

A Weddings

In the UK, it is the custom for many couples to get engaged before they get
married. For the wedding itself, couples can choose a religious ceremony,
for example in a church, or a civil ceremony, in a registry office or some
other building. On the day of the wedding, the woman is called the bride,
and the man is the groom, After the wedding, most married couples have a
reception, followed by a honeymoon. During the reception, several people
make speeches and wish the couple a happy marriage. On the same day
every year after that, the couple celebrate their wedding anniversary.

custom sth that people in society or a community (wedding) reception a meal and/or party after a wedding
usually do: It's a custom for people to give honeymoon a holiday for a couple who have just got
presents to a couple getting married., married

get/be engaged If two people get engaged or are engaged, make a speech give a formal talk to a lot of people at a
they have agreed to get married. special event

wedding a time when two people get married marriage the period when two people are married

ceremony a formal public event. A religious ceremony  celebrate do sth to show you are happy about a
takes place in a church, mosque, temple, etc. special day
A civil ceremony is a non-religious ceremony :
which often takes place in a registry office. anRivarsary ;fe?ir;r::‘;‘fmcﬂy Sysariiea

o Put these words in the correct order.
the reception » the couple meet : the anniversary
the wedding the honeymoon get engaged

o Underline the correct word.

They got engaged / married last week. The wedding is planned for June.

lake and Emma'’s wedding / marriage is next Saturday

Jake is the groom / bride.

It's a civil / religious ceremony in St Peter's Church

The reception will be before / after the wedding ceremony.

Speeches are a custom during the ceremony / reception.

On their honeymoon, Jake and Emma will be bride and groom / husband and wife.

€) complete the questions with a suitable word. [ABOUT YOUR COUNTRY]
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» Do couples usually get_engaged . before they get married?

1 Can couples have a religious ceremonyora ... ceremonyina
_______________________________ office?

2 Dues the _usually wear a dress of a particular colour? If so,
what colour?

3 lsthereusuallya . . ... . aftertheceremony?

4 Dopeopleofeen_ speeches? If so, who does it?

5 Isitthe for the wife to wear a wedding ring on her left hand?

6 Do couples Df"E‘I‘i goona ... ... after the wedding?

7 Do couples usually rhpr wedding - every year?

8 Domost_ .. ... .. lastforeverin your country?

- Write answers to the questions in Exercise 3, or ask another student.
Are there any other customs you have during weddings in your country?
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. Is the pronunciation of the underlined sounds the same or different? Write S or D.
Use the @ to help you. Practise saying the words.

> separate / sexual . 4 equality/constant
1 equality / pressure s affair / statistics L
2 vary/lack o 6 belief / pressure ——
3 statistics/split . 7 separgte (adj) / affair
. Yes or No?
» If two people live apart, they don't live with each other. Nes
1 Ifsomething is constant, it happens from time to time. Prrysiens B
2 Equality is about how good or bad something is. TR
3 Alack of something is when you haven't got enough of something. _______
4 Statistics give you information through numbers. B
5 When couples separate, they stay together.
6 [Ifthings vary,they don'tchange.
. Complete the sentences.
» In some cultures, there is a general belief that marriage is for ever,
1 They were only married for four years, but now theylive ;
2 Youcangetlotsof iguresfrom s but they don't tell the whole truth,
3 If you have money problems, it can put __ on any relationship.
Wl T of communication has beena problem for them. They just don't talk to
each other.
5 Sophie'sparents when she was a teenager; she stayed with her mum.
6 nan____ relationship, there is less chance that a marriage will come to an end.
7 His parents got divorced last year and now live in ... houses, but they're only about a hundred
metres from each other.
8 Reasonsfordworce enormausly

© IEIENEREE] Cover the text above and write down five reasons why couples get divorced.
Can you also think of at least two more reasons why people get a divorce?
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