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Reported speech

68 Reported statements: tense changes

® We use reported speech to report what someone said earlier. After a past tense

reporting verb (e.g. said, told), the original verb forms usually move one tense into
the past, and the pronouns and possessive adjectives change: ¥/ like pizza,” Tim
said. (direct speech) - Tim said (that) he liked pizza. (reported speech)

‘You look great,’ | told Anna. - | told Anna (that) she looked great.

present simple = past simple
present continuous > past continuous
pastcontinuous/ > past perfect continuous
present perfect continuous

mpem S G

will . > would

am/is/are going to = was/were going to
can 2> could :

may > might

must > must/had to

Could, would and might don't change in reported speech: ‘ might come with you,”
she said. > She said (that) she might come with us.

Say and tell are the most common reporting verbs for statements. Notice how they
are used:

~ He said (to me) (that) he was tired. (Not He-said-me thet-he-was-tired.)
— He told me (that) he was tired. (Not He-teld-that-he-was tired.)

PRACTICE

68a Report the statements.
o ‘I've got an awful headache.’

Kim said (that) she had an awful headache

1 ‘I haven’t been feeling well all day.” She...................

2 ‘I've found some great trainers.’ TOM s S e s

3 ‘lwasn’t looking for them.’ 7. SERRURRES) U SR S0ae oy OGS SRR T .
4 ‘I'm going to wear them to college.’ He ..........ccovvvrerrurresnssennne

5 ‘I didn’t see David.’ 5 1+ [ .

6 ‘lcalled him.’ S iiiisninii

7 ‘I'mstaying at home.’ Ben......
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8 ‘I don’t feel like going out.’ ;SRR RPN S S o S :

9 ‘I'm late” L DS S ;

10 ‘| have to be there at eight.’ O il i o iR :
68b Report the conversation.

o ‘I'm “i"F to the park with my brother,” Paul said.
Paul said (that) he was going to the park with his brother.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

3 ‘We’ll be in our usual place,’ Paul said.

------------------------------- R RS EE RS B

4 'l can’t stay long because my friends are coming at six,” Stephen said.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
............................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8 ‘We could go together,’ Stephen said.

----------------------------- T T T T T

68c Read the conversation. Then complete the diary entry. Use one word in each gap.

Emma: I'mreally stressed! Someone at college is being
horrible to me.
Becky: Someone did the same thing to me once.
| spoke to her and she stopped criticising me.
Emma: Speaking to her will make things worse!

Becky: You must do something. You can’t ignore it.

Emma (0) Lodold e that SR e T
really stressed. She (2) ................. that someone
at college was being horrible to (2) ................. .

| said that someone (4) ................. done the same

thing to me once. | (8) ... her that 1'd
spoken to the girl and that she
U8) iy stopped criticising me. Emma

said that speaking to her () ................. make
things worse. ( told (8) ................. that she

(9) rvoeevevenae. to do sSOMething and that .
she (10) ........c......nt ignore it. /
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B Grammar: reported speech

69 Reported statements: other changes

@ Place and time references often change when we report what sorﬁéone saidina
different place or at an earlier time. Compare:

® These words/phrases often change in reported speech:

PRACTICE

69a Complete the reported statements. Use one word in each gap.
o ‘I can’t understand this film,’ she said.

She said she couldn’t understand ........[7€ ... film.
1 ‘I'm playing football this evening,’ | told Tom.

| told Tom | was playing football .........cccccvereenenne evening.
2 She said, ‘There was an accident here last year.’

She said there had been an accident .........c.ccvennenee. B NRRT o :
3 ‘l ordered two books three weeks ago,’ | told the shop assistant.

I told the shop assistant I'd ordered two books three weeks ..........cccoiciunnne A
4 On Sunday, Adam told me, ‘I've got an exam tomorrow.’

Adam told me he had an exam on .....cccccciiineeeeinne !
5 ‘I'll be in your group next term,’ she said.

She said she'd be in my group the ........cccccceevenenne term.

6 ‘I'm leaving now,’ she told us.
She told us she was leaving ........cccerrersrrnraens +

7 ‘It's really cold today,” Lucy told me.

Lucy told me it was really cold .......cccernvrrnrrssens day.
8 ‘I finished my exams last week,' he said.
1y He said he had finished his exams the ......................... week.

ssLIVEWORKSHEETS



Grammar: reported speech Il

69b Complete the reported statements.

Nikki and Jessica met in a café two weeks ago. Now Nikki is reporting their
conversation to a friend.

o ‘| love the food at this café,’ Jessica said.

Jessica said that she loved the food............. atthecafé .

‘I saw Helen this afternoon,” she told me.
She told me that she’d seen Helen ...ueieiieiisssesesensssessenns i

‘I saw her yesterday,’ | said.
| said that I'd seen her ..........ccccnnsecnennisniossasessas g

‘My brother called two hours ago. He’s going to meet me here,’ | told her.

| told her that my brother had called two hours .........cccccrerecssieriesnssnenes and
that he was going to meet Me .....vcveveveversrersseseseenns

‘We’re going bowling tonight,’ | said.

| said that we were going bowling ........cccoeeevvererrecennsecnnnnnns ;

‘I don’t have enough money for my coffee now. I'll pay you back next week,’ she
said.

She said that she didn’t have enough money for her coffee
risssvissnmsrsinsssabbesnanditissnnis ana-tHAt she'd Pay me BatK ... ciisiiiarmisssionssismmis :
She still hasn’t paid me!

7b Reported statements with no tense change

If the reporting verb is in the present tense (e.g. says), the tense does not change in
reported speech: “I"ll meet you there.” - He says he’ll meet us there.

If the statement we are reporting is still true in the present, we don’t have to change
the tense after a past tense reporting verb: ‘/t’s a good restaurant.” = Helen said
it’s a good restaurant. (This is still true now.)  “/'ve got a brother.” = He told me
he’s got a brother. (This is still true now.)

But if the reporting verb is in the past tense, we can change the tense: Helen said it
was a good restaurant.  He told me he had a brother.

PRACTICE

70a Report the statements.

o ‘We've got football practice.’

They say .(that) they've got football practice ;

‘I'm exhausted.’
L T e e B e .

‘I'll be back at six.’

B e M R AT e e R R S SO "
‘The film is wonderful!’

BN BVE s i R A R i s o i :

‘| didn’t borrow Kate's earrings.’
AT T O AU S N U N ;
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