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i!I U : : The education system is divided 5 main sections: nursery (ages 3 - 6),

: - e A primary education (ages 6-11), secondary lower education (ages 11-15),
secondary lower education (ages 15-18) and higher education (ages
18+). Full-time education is compulsory for all children aged between 3
and 16. At the age of 15, students sit national exams known as le
brevet. Students may then continue their secondary studies for a
further three years by attending an Upper Secondary School (Lycée), which leads most typically to the
baccalauréat or the baccalauréat professionnel examinations.

-

State education is free, although parents have to pay for stationery and school trips. Most students in
France attend local public schools, which are free. Schools are mixed sex and secular. The majority of
schools are state-run (ecoles publiques), whereby the government pays the teachers' salaries and the
school follows the national curriculum. There are also private schools (ecoles prives) that are fully
independent. Schools affiliated to a particular religion are also usually private and thus fee paying. There is
no school uniform at most schools in France.

The curriculum at the école maternelle generally revolves around arts, crafts and games with the basics of
reading being started in the final year to prepare the children for primary school. The aim of it is to
develop a child's social skills and co-ordination and children can take their teddies to have a sleep in the
afternoon. Children must be toilet trained before they start.

All public schools in France are required to follow the National Curriculum, which is made up of ten
subjects. The subjects—French, Mathematics, Science, Art & Design, Citizenship, Geography, History,
Modern Foreign Languages, Music and Physical Education.—are compulsory for all students aged 5 to 16.
In 2015 the French government proposed some controversial educational reforms to the collége system
(11-15). These involved the teaching of modern languages and history, encouraging teachers to work
together to teach topics across different themes in interdisciplinary classes.

Higher education is divided into three cycles: the 1st cycle, two-year course up to DEUG level; the 2nd
cycle, third year up to the licence followed by the one-year maitrise; and the 3rd cycle or higher
postgraduate study beginning with the (DEA) or DESS

The school year in France

The school year starts at the beginning of September. French schools have long holidays - a two-month
summer holiday starting in July, two or three weeks at Christmas and Easter, as well as half term breaks.
Dates vary according to where you live; France has been divided into three zones for school holidays and.
Private schools set their own dates.

The school week in France

Students go to school between 24 and 28 hours a week, spread over four, four and a half, or five days
depending on the region. Some maternelles, primary and middle schools (11-15) close on Wednesday or
Wednesday afternoons. Students preparing the baccalauréat may have as many as 40 hours per week.

The school day starts around 8.30am and ends at 4.30pm (later for older students), with two breaks (and
at least an hour and a half for lunch. Students can return home for lunch or stay and eat in the school
cantine. School lunch usually consists of a starter, main meal, dessert and cheese. After the school day
ends students can go home - with their parents’ permission - or go to etudes (study lessons).

Many maternelle and primary schools have a fee-based childcare system, service de puériculture, available
before and after school and during vacations. Students, even younger children, are expected to do
homework most evenings - older pupils can have two or more hours every day.
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QUESTIONS

What are the five levels of the English education system?

At what age do children have to start school?

What are the two state exams called and at what age do students do them?

What does secular mean?

What changes have been made to the collége system ?

What do children do in Maternelle?

What are the subjects studied in school?

Name 2 characteristics of a private school.

School uniforms are compulsory. Justify your response True

False

After school care is free. Justify your response True

False
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Answer the following questions.
Do you like school?
What are your favourite subjects?

Would you like to go te school in France?

Discuss the differences between the French and English education systems

Look at the school rules. Draw a table and put the rules under the 3 appropriate categories.

Obligation Permission

-

Genoral Schod Rules

¥ Be porchud,

*  Be presert every schood ooy

# In ceoe of chaerar, porerts ehcadd col the achosl in the morsing of the cheerce
ard reify the teacher in writing upen the shadent's refuen o schecl

# Regpect aoch cihior ot ol tmes,

Buidings und the compis will be kept ciean and net,

e et duface or demegeschod property.

Meinteir order when muving to dfferert oress,

Bomt rur;

Restricted products

rodios; cell phanes, pagers ard other eiectrical equipment

youes. Bty dling shats, ond other potert oy digerons toys

[

dhteboards, rolier dortes, redlerbloies, razont

waluchieg, extranoney, conputir games, Rens of sentime Mol veie

fromrks, natches

weers o exprsiv oyt

.

Respinwithin stheol boundanias ot ol tines.

*  Students iegwng the compus must howe @ Student Pos and wst be oo panied by
& pare nt goordion. {Leaving oom pus without wrsert is ¢ Class € offasse, prohibited by
DOE Rukss).

* Living sugive or profine lerguane md gesturee

¥ Bornef clinb fress, goles. raiinge, fences, and the sihod bulidings.

* Respect the property rights of others,
"
"

* O O 9O O 0 O O 9O ® & * 2 =

Leow the prescoes mm edictely ofter schosd duties/responeit iifies ore complicied.
Buying/ selingof persaral fems aed troing ore rot ciowed.

lack of Permission

Must Obligation
have to [
be allowed Permission
Cun >

-

be not allowed | lack of
Can't Permission

Now make the rules for an ideal school using
Obligation Permission lack of Permission

asLIVEWORKSHEETS



