Present simple (I do)

Study this example situation:

Alex is a bus driver, but now he is in bed asleep.
Heis not driving a bus. [Heis asleep.)

but He drives a bus. Heis a bus driver.
drive(s), workis), do(es) etc. is the present simple:
|/we/you/they  drive/work/do etc.

he/she/it  drives/works/does etc.

We use the present simple to talk about things in general. We use it to say that something happens all the
q time or repeatedly, or that something is true in general:
Nurses look after patients in hospitals.
| usually go away at weekends.
The earth goes round the sun.
The cafe opens at 7.30 in the moming.

We say:
lwork but  he works yougo but itgoes
theyteach but  mysisterteaches lhave but hehas

Forspelling (-s or -es), see Appendix 6.

We use do/does to make questions and negative sentences:

A 2
do | I/we/you/they :ﬁ;‘; I/we/you/they = don’t ;vrci'\::

does he/she/it do? he/she/it doesn’t do

| come from Canada. Where do you come from?

| don’t go away very often.

What does this word mean? (not What means this word?)
Rice doesn’t grow in cold climates.

In the following examples, do is also the main verb (do you do / doesn't do etc.):
‘Whatdoyoudo? ‘[workinashop’
He's always so lazy. He doesn’t do anything to help.

We use the present simple to say how often we do things:
q | get up at 8 o'clock every morning.
How often do you go to the dentist?
Julie doesn’t drink tea very often.
Robert usually goes away two or three times a year.

| promise /| apologise etc.

b Sometimes we do things by saying something. For example, when you promise to do something,
you can say ‘| promise ..."; when you suggest something, you can say ‘| suggest ...":
| promise |won'tbelate. (not!'m promising)
‘What do you suggest | do?” ‘I suggest thatyou ...

In the same way we say: | apologise .../l advise ... /linsist... /| agree .../l refuse ... efc.
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Exercises

Complete the sentences using the following verbs:
cause(s) close(s) connect(s) go(es) live(s) speak(s) take(s)

Tanya...2Redks . German very well. MY BAFENTS .o v 11 @ VEIY ST
Ben and Jack ... t0 the same flat.

school. The Olympic Games ... Place
Bad driving........cen Many accidents. every four years.

The MUSEUM ... 8L 4 O'ClOck 0N The Panama Canal ... the
Sundays. Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

Put the verb into the correct form.

Julia...doesn't drink __ (not / drink) tea very often.

What time ..o (€ DANKS / close) here?

| have @ €arn, BUL Lo (11O £ USE) it MuCh.

Where ... e | M1@F1@ [ cOME) from? 1s she Spanish?

“What ... et yOU £ d0)?I'm an electrician,

Look at thls sentence What e Ehisword A mean)?

Davidisn'tveryfit. He ... (not / do) any sport.

P —— (take} me an hour to get to work in the morning. How long
ol {lt / take) you?

Complete the sentences using these verbs. Sometimes you need the negative.
believe eat flow go grow make rise tell translate

The earth ...g0¢s . round the sun. Aninterpreter ... i
Rice.. doesn't grow __in cold climates. from one la nguage IﬂtO another

TheSim s e TRt heaast: LIArS are PEOPIE WD wumissmassimssiiisssmsmsossissmsi

BOES sz ONEY, the truth.
VEZELANANS .o INEELL The RIVETN AMEZOM ...

Anatheist o N GO, into the Atlantic Ocean.

You ask Lisa questions about herself and her family. Write the questions.
You know that Lisa plays tennis. You want to know how often. Ask her.
How often ..o you play tennis 7
Perhaps Lisa’s sister plays tennis too. You want to know. Ask Lisa.
.. your sister .. A
You know that L|sa gaes to the cinema a Iot You wa nt to know how 0ften Ask her

You know that Lisa’s brother works. You want to know what he does. Ask Lisa.

You're not sure whether Lisa speaks Spanish. You want to know. Ask her,

You don’t know where Lisa’s grandparents live. You want to know. Ask Lisa.

Complete using the following:

| agree | apologise linsist | promise | recommend I suggest

Mr Evans is not in the office today. .1 suggest . vou try calling him tomorrow.
| won't tell anybody what you said. .
{in a restgurant) You must let me pay forthe mea!
— .. for what | said. | shouldn’t have sald |t
The new restaurant in Ba ker Street is very good A e e o]
| think you’re absolutely right. ... Wlth you
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