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SPEAKING PRACTICE
A.IELTS VOCABULARY
No. New words Meanings No. New words Meanings
1. columnist (n) nha bdo 7. barbaric (a) da man
. ban kién nghi ky tén theo : : £
2 round-robin (n) 8. discernment (n) sur sdang sudt
vong tron
3. deliberate (a) ¢0 ¥, ¢6 can nhac 9. abstruse (a) khé hiéu
. export (v) xudt khau 10. appeal to sb (v) hap dan ai do
5 Jargon (n) biét ngir; tiéng 16ng 11. discipline (n) ky ludt, sy rén luyén
6. knpek oz':lfizr)(domg) s trudng, cdch lam gi 12. appetite (n) su thém an
5 n

*Note: n — noun: danh tir; a — adjective: tinh tir; v—verb: dong tir

sth — something: edi/dieu/thi/...gi doé;

B. IELTS PRACTICE

@ Read through the article briefly and look at
the second task, Questions 5-9.

In which paragraphs of the text will you find
the information that you require to do this task?

@ Now read the article carefully and answer
Questions 1-14.

STRICTLY ENGLISH

British newspaper columnist Simon Heffer talks about
his new book, ‘Strictly English: the Correct Way to
Write ... and Why It Matters’, aimed at native speakers

For the last couple of years I have sent a round-robin
email to my colleagues at this newspaper every lew
weeks pointing out to them mistakes that we make in
our use of the English language. Happily, these are
reasonably rare. The emails have been circulated on
the Internet — and are now available on the paper’s
website — and one of them ended up in the inbox of a
publisher at Random House about this time last year.
He asked me whether | would write a book not just on
what constituted correct English, but also why it matters,
The former is relatively easy to do, once one has armed
oneself with the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) and
some reputable grammar books by way of research
materials. The Iatter, being a matter for debate, is less
straightforward,

sb — somebody: ai do

[ suppose my own interest in language started at school.
Having studied French, Latin and Greek, | saw clearly
how those languages had exported words into our own,
When I studied German later on, I could see even

more clearly why it was the sister tongue and what an
enormous impact it had had on English. I saw that words
had specific meanings and that, for the avoidance of
doubt, it was best to use them in the correct way. Most
of all, I became fascinated by grammar, and especially
by the logic that drove it and that was common to all the
other languages [ knew. I did not intend in those days to
carn a living by writing; but I was keen to ensure that
my use of English was, as far as possible, correct.

Studying English at university forced me to focus even
more intently on what words actually meant: why would
a writer choose that noun rather than another and why
that adjective - or, in George Orwell’s case, often no
adjective at all. Was the ambiguity in a certain order

of words deliberate or accidental? The whole question
of communication is rooted in such things. For the
second part of my degree I specialised in the history
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of the English language, studying how words had
changed their meaning and how grammar had evolved.
Language had become not just a tool for me, but
something of a hobby.

Can English, though, ever be fixed? Of course not:

if you read a passage from Chaucer you will see that
the meaning of words and the framework of grammar
has shifted over the centuries, and both will continue
to evolve. But we have had a standard dictionary

now ever since the OED was completed in 1928, and
learned men, many of whom contributed to the OED,
wrote grammars a century ago that settled a pattern of
language that was logical and free from the danger of
ambiguity.

It is to these standards that | hope Stricily English is
looking. Our language is to a great extent settled and
codified, and to a standard that people recognise and
are comfortable with. All my book does is describe
and commend that standard, and help people towards
a capable grasp of the English tongue. We shall always
need new words to describe new things; but we don't
need the wrong word to describe the right thing, when
the right word exists. Also, English grammar shouldn't
be a matter for debate. It has a coherent and logical
structure and we should stick to it.

Some groups of people — state officials, academics,
lawyers, certain breeds of scientist — talk to each
other in a private language. Some official documents
make little sense to lay people because they have to
be written in a language that combines avoidance

of the politically incorrect with constant use of

the contemporary jargon of the profession. Some
articles written by academics in particular are almost
incomprehensible to those outside their circle. This is
not because the outsiders are stupid. It is because the
academics feel they have to write in a certain stilted,
dense way in order to be taken seriously by their peers.

Many officials seem to have lost the knack of
communicating with people outside their closed world.

Some academics, however, are bilingual. If asked

to write for a publication outside the circle — such

as a newspaper - they can rediscover the knack

of writing reasonably plain English. They do not
indulge themselves in such a fashion when they
write for learned journals. It is almost as though

the purpose of such writing is not to be clear: that
the writer is recording research in order to prove to
peers or superiors that he has discovered something.
It does not seem to bother such people that their
style is considered ugly and barbaric by anyone of
discernment. It is repetitious, long-winded, abstract
and abstruse. Those who write in such a way
probably will not easily be discouraged, unless what
is considered acceptable within their disciplines
changes.

The ideal style is one comprehensible to any
intelligent person. If you make a conscious decision
to communicate with a select group, so be it: but in
trying to appeal to a large audience, or even a small
one that you wish to be sure will understand your
meaning, writing of the sort mentioned above will
not do. This sort of writing used to be kept from the
general public thanks to the need to find someone to
publish it. The advent of the Internet means that it is
now much more widespread than it used to be; and
the fact that it is now so common and so accessible
means that this sort of writing is having a harmful
effect on the language and causing it to be corrupted.

Questions 1-4

Do the following statements agree with the views
of the writer in the reading passage?

Write

YES if the staternent agrees with the
views of the writer

NO if the statement contradicts the

views of the writer

NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the
writer thinks about this

1 The mistakes made by his colleagues are
minor ones.

2 Itis difficult to explain why using correct
English is important.

3 English grammar has a different function from
the grammar of other languages.

4 Word order may be as important as the choice
of words used.
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Questions 5-9

Complete the summary using the list of words,
A=H, below.

The rules of English

According to the writer, the English language
should not be considered something 5 ......... i

and this will always be the case. However, there
have been accepied reference books for over a
century that were produced by 6 ......... people, and
these have established a system for the language
that enables people to express themselves in a
completely clear way.

In his own book, the writer aims to describe and
support the established rules of the language that

12 When discussing the writing of academics

about their research, the writer emphasises

A his own lack of knowledge of the academic
world.

B his desire to understand what they
describe.

C his sympathy for some of the academics.

D his dislike for the style used in their
writing.

13 The writer says that the kind of language used

by academics in journals

A is becoming more widely understood by
non-academics,

B is attracting a lot of criticism from other
academics.

arein?7 ... use and that people are accustomed C will only change if they are forced to
to. He also wants his book to be 8 ......... as a way change it.
of improving people’s ability at the language. He D appeals only to highly intelligent people.

believes that there is no reason why someone’s

e of vocabulacy should not e conect and that | 14 The writer’s opinion of the Internet is that

grammar should notbe a9 .. subject. In his | A itis making people more aware of the poor
view, a system of grammar rules exists and people use of language.
should always obey those rules. - B it is encouraging standards of language use
; ; to fall.
A simple E knowledgeable C it is enabling people to compare good and
B general Fcompulsory poor use of language.
C controverslal G historic D it is making it harder for good writing to get
D permanent H useful

published.

Questions 10-14
Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

10 The writer says that some groups of people use
a 'private language' because

A they do not want outsiders to be able to
understand them.

B they want to show their superiority over
other groups.

C they want to impress other members of
their group.

D they do not want to use the same language
as other groups.

11 According to the writer, some academics are
capable of

A making sense to people outside their group.
B writing very clearly for learned journals.
C changing the way they communicate within
their own group.
D explaining other people’s work to the 3

general public. aaLIVEWORKSHEETS



Ciic con mé link nghe sau bing mdy tinh:

Track 2
© Look at the advertisement on a college @ Look at the Exam task below and decide what sort
notice board. From the information in the of information you need to complete each gap.
advertisement, can you predict what you are . \
going to hear? ' Questions 1-12

Complete the form below.

| Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND / I
‘ OR A NUMBER for each answer. :

5 Care for the Community |
i ! I- I I I .l
I |
' Name: ) et ainoin o i
! Sex: Female |
i ]
: Occupation; 2........cc.... Student at
I Brookfields University studying
| R R ....... Course (BA).
| Contact details
j
! Phone: Rl SN
| Email: R @chatbox.co.uk I
| Availability: Upto6............. per week.
' | Otherinformation
¢ |
PR ST ; $ s - . Fnoe i .
Part-tim o entod | Seasun for applying: Would like |
I S e ersiares e iapesanas
Can you spare afewhour:s each mkta help : l * Area of interest: Children with
out in your local community? We urgently ! a
need volunteers to help us run and support .
arange of local care services. We especially ! * Experience: Has recently done similar g
need people who can: 9 workata®9. ... .........Foundit
- offer care and assistance to the elderly N s !
_ ! * Perceived strengths: Has excellent i
= help those with mobility problems : J" e .. Als0 listens to people. :
- provide support for young people from | i
disadvantaged backgrounds. 12 ... arranged for Wednesday 10% | |
For more information, visit | September. ;

www.care4thecommunity.co.uk B : )

€ (?) Now listen and complete Questions 1-12.

coLIVEWORKSHEETS



L. Fill in the blanks with the given words in the box. There is one extra word that you do
not need.

transportation retail inventive self-esteem mining

1. They are beginning to regain their confidence and

2. School buses are the safest mode of available today.
3. The recommended price is £9.99.
4, Parents can be quite in their quest for affordable childcare..

1. Use who, whose, that and where to combine the sentences.

1. We broke the computer. The computer belonged to my father.

-

2. Mr. Reynolds had to do all the work himself. His secretary left a few days ago.

—

3. The Marybelle Hotel is opening up again. I stayed there a few years ago.

-

4. Tom is very careless. He lost his watch yesterday.

_)

*Luu y: Voi nhitng tir con khéng nho va viét sai, con viet tir do vao vo 2 dong.

Moi ¥ kién déng gop ctia phu huynh sé la déng liee dé StarLink ndng cao chat heong ddo tgo.

Muai bo me quét ma o dday dé thyee hién khao sdt a!
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