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The Roswel

Incident

On June 25th 1947, piiot Kenneth Amold was fiying 2 plane in
the northawest of the U.S. when he saw somsthing strange: objects
that looied like plates, or saucers, flying 2oross the sky like 3
smal| flock of birds. His story led to numerous other news stories
in which people claimed to have seen similar unidentified flying
objects (UFQs)—or "Rying saucers.”

= Shortly after, on July 8th, 3 secret
military balioon crashed near Roswell, New
Mexico, in the southwest. Howewer, the ocal
newspaper reported that a flying saucer
had crashed, and the news media from il
over demanded more information. Because
the balloon was a searet, the military made
an official announcement: that the object
that had erashed was [Ust an ordinary

A wanother botleon wieather balloon.

Mo one questioned that story for more than thiry years—until
1978. UFQ |ecturer Stanmton Friedman interviewed 2 man who
claimed to have seen something stranger than a weather balloon
in the wredkage of the 1947 aash, and the story of a fiying saucer
w.as rebom. Although versions of that stery differ, mest people
wihio believe there was a military conspiracy to hide the truth agree
on these basic detaiis: a flying saucer carashed near Roswell in 1947
And because it didn't want anyone to know the truth, the military
kept the incident top secret and continues to do so today.

However, many details have been added to the story over the
yaars. Eleven additional “crash sites” have Deen [dentifiad. While
same people claim that alien beings from other planets must have
been captured alive and imprisonad Dy the military in 2 secret

location, others believe that aliens might
hawe died in the crash and were mast Likely
being kept frozen for research. Roswell
conspiracy fans meet at annual conferences
10 debate the warkous versions.

The military eventually admitted that
it had been 3 secret military balloon.
Howewver, Rosweil “experts” <laim to have
interviewed hundreds of witnesses who
say they saw avidence of a flying saucer,
proving, thesefore, that the conspiracy
theory must be true. B.D. Gildenberg, who
has examined such claims, believes that the
Roswell conspiracy stories are a hoax—"the
wiarld’s mast famous, most exhaustively
investigated, and most thoroughly debunked
WFO claim. " Oher skeptics of the conspiracy,
whie accept the military™s wersion, point out that all the interviews occurred
mare than thirty years after the crash and that many of the statements
made in the [nterviews were highly questionable. For example, one
witness's name was changed after it bacame dlear that she didn’t exist.
Furthermore, witnesses often seemed to confuse detals with military
plane crashes that had occurred in the area at about the same time.

All the same a3 CNN / Tame pollin the US. showed that 3 majority
of the people who responded found the URD story wery believable,
Conspiracy critic Kal Korff admits, "Let’s not pudl any punches here:
The Roswell UFO miyth has been very good business for URD groups,
publishers, Hollywood, the town of Roswell, [and] the media.”

Artendees at anaual "Roswell™
conferences debote confikcting
theories obowt ofren vistors
ond LFGs

[ conFIRM POINT OF VIEW Write A, B, or C to classify the people or organizations based

on their point of view.
A = & skeptic of the military’s version of the Roswell incident
B = a skeptic of tha Roswell conspiracy thaory

{ = not enough information in the article to know for sure

1..... Kenneth Amold 4

2 ....... Stanton Friedman 5 ... CNN/Time
6
1

3...... Roswell “experts”
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clIVEWOUORKKSHEETS




. INFER INFORMATION Based on information from the article, infer the answers to these questions.
1 What did Stanton Friedman's first witness probably tell him he saw in 1947?
2 When B.D. Gildenberg says the Roswell conspiracy is a “hoax,” what does he mean?
3 When Kal Korff says the Roswell conspiracy is “very good business,” what does he mean?

4 When the military finally admitted years later that they hadn’t told the truth about the weather
balloon in 1947, how would you guess Roswell conspiracy fans responded?

- » 510 WORD STUDY ADJECTIVES WITH THE SUFFIX -ABLE Listen and repeat.

believable can be accepted as true because it seems possible
debatable more than one explanation is possible
unprovable cannot be shown to be true

questionable likely to be untrue

. WORD STUDY PRACTICE Use the adjectives from Exercise E to complete each statement.
1 His story isreally ......ccoviviinians . So many of the details sound far-fetched.
2 [ think she’s telling the truth. Her description of the events sounds very ..........oceeeennnne. L0 me.
3 Your claims are .........cccsseerene . 1t isn't difficult to find another explanation for what happened.
4 That the military found a flying saucer is ..........ccessssuns. . There is no evidence to show that they did.

a N

A BLIVEWORKSHEETS




