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We use the verb wish to talk about situations which are not real, but which we would like to be real.
We use wish with different tenses and modals depending on what we want to say.

Use Tense / modal Example
- To express wishes about now wish + past simple Carl wishes he had a telescope.
or generally | wish | wasn't scared of spiders.

" To express wishes about the past wish + past perfect simple Tracy wishes she'd seen that programme
about the moon last night.
| wish they hadn't cut down so many trees.

- To criticise other people, or to wish + would + bare infinitive | wish people would throw their litter in the bin r
complain about something and not on the ground!
I wish you wouldn’t smoke in here.
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To express wishes about ability wish + could + bare infinitive | wish | could travel through time!
and permission now or in the David wishes he could come with us, but his |
future parents won't let him.

« When we use wish + past simple, we can say [/he/she/it was ... or I/he/she/it were ... Were is more formal
than was.
v | wish | was an astronaut. (more informal)
v | wish | were an astronaut. (more formal)

= We can use the phrase if only in the same way as wish.
v fonly | was/were an astronaut.

Waich | o We don't use would for wishes about ourselves. |
e v | wish | lived on Mars.
X twrsht would five onMars:

= We use wish for situations that aren’t real. If there is a possibility that something will happen in the
future, we don't use wish, but we can use hope.
J, v | hope it doesn't snow tomorrow.
X Twish it doesn't smow tomorrow.
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FWish | .coocooocoioiiiinisi s (R@ve) @ million euros! I'd buy lots of great things.

| WISh WE .....ccoocoooiviviivirninrinee. (live) in @ bigger house. This one is too small.
Beccawishesshe .............cc.c............ (be) old enough to drive a car.

Do you wish you .........c.c.cccccoococvicnnncne..... (feel) more confident about the exam tomorrow?

| wish my computer ............ccccoeccerreneen. (N0t / be) broken. | can't check my e-mail.

L WISh [ oo (NOE / like) chocolate so much! | eat three bars a day!
Grant wishes he ...........cccovvccccceve. (nOt / make) so many mistakes all the time.

Look what they're wearing! | bet they wish they ..., (MOt / 100K) S0 Silly!

r— ’ 1 i .
| | Complete using the correct form of the verbs in the box. You may have to use

feel « give « have « live « spend » wear

C~ OO W &= WM~

1 Iwish | oo, N the countryside. The city is $0 noisy!
2 Tracy has got curly hair but she often wishes she .............................. straight hair.

3 | wish our teachers ..o US l2SS homework every day, but there's nothing |
can do about it.

4 TWish | ....oocoveimriesssisieiesessssenennennn SO SCared, but | do!
5 Do you wish youU ..............ccc.ocooovereenee........ CONtAct lenses or are you happy with glasses?

6 Jake's mum wishes he ... S0 much money on clothes whenever he goes
shopping.

L B0 " ST—— )

(listen) to my mother.

3 TSN W i gl i
(bring) a camera with us.

(study) a bit harder for this test.

(not / make) so many phone calls last
month!

B 1WEh B s
(not / choose) me!
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| wish | can speak German, but | never learnt it at school.
| wish you will put your toys away! It's not difficult!

Do you sometimes wish you can fly?

| wish you won’t lie to me all the time!

| wish the neighbours won’t make so much noise.

If only she will ask me to go to the disco with her!

If only you can come with us!

~ OO W

1 Iwishl............. an MP3 player.
A have B had C would have
2 We all wish Tm ........cceoen..coo.. With the housework.
A helps B will help C would help
3 lwishl............tobuy alottery ticket last night.
A remember B remembered C had remembered
4 |wishyou ... live so far away.
A don't B didn't C won't
5 lwish they ............. keep changing the time of this programme.
A couldn't B wouldn't C don't
6 Do you wish you .......................... to help Michael in the shop last weekend?
A hadn’t offered B didn't offer C haven't offered

Circle the correct word or phrase.

.
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I wish today (1) has/had never happened! If only I (2) could/would start the
day again, I'd do everything differently. why did I forget to set the alarm
last night? I really wish I (3) haven't/hadn’t done that! I also wish I

(4) live / lived nearer the Earth. It takes such a Tong time to get there from Mars
- especially when the traffic is bad. (5) Ifonly/Onlyif I (6) have/had a faster
spaceship. Anyway, the point is, I was late for my job interview. The first
question they asked was why I wanted to be an Environmental officer on the
moon. Do you know what I said? Because I really wanted to look at the aliens
in the Super Alien Zoo. Oh, I wish I (7) didn't say / hadn't said that. why am I s
stupid? I (8) wish /hope now that 1'd never applied for the job in the first
place. I'm sure I won't get the job. I just (9) wish/hope tomorrow is better
than today was.
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