PRE-LISTENING

C6 mét s6 tir mdi xudt hién trong file nghe duci diy. H3y dodn nghia tir maoi

béang cach néi nghia voi tir vung thich hop
Sort elements

« physical or mental activity needed to achieve something
« an answer or reaction to something
« adisadvantage or the negative part of a situation

« an occasion when something gets better or when you
make it better

« easily and without interruption or difficult

« tobe asign that something exists oris likely to happen

improvement
(noun):

response (noun):

signal (verb):

smoothly (adv):

effort (noun):

drawback/ downside
(noun):
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DURING LISTENING

Nghe file nghe duor déy va tra lof cdu hoi

Write ONE WORD AND/ OR A NUMBER for each answer

Talking about the history of bikes

Years/Time Feature Advantage Disadvantage
wooden wheels meed 31 woiaa
1830s : ] GUIEE 32 s
covered with metal than walking
Chain and sprocket are easlerant
33 P 35 harder to balance
T .
ride
The faster you go, the more
1880s BS R e A more comfortable crysue i
you feel every bump
f k
1890s equal-sized wheels K 7 A dangerous before brakes

appeared
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Nghe lai I3n hai va hoan thanh cac vj tri tréng ducr day

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. I'd like to take this opportunity to welcome you
sl o (R, , "“Two Centuries of the Bike".

Let's stroll around the exhibition, shall we?

Although there were a few early 2 ......ccccocveiene back in the 1700s, you didn't really see
many bikes till, say, the 1830s in England. Bikes were a3 ... to the
rapid 4 ......c..coeuvieennns OF Cities early in the 19th century. Cities like London were getting
teo big to walk b I The early bike let people travel with less effort than
walking. Plus a bike was a ot 6 ........ccccceeveenene. than a horse!

Think: of it. NO ONe T s a bike for, what, five thousand years of
RSN B i ? Why did people do it then? Probably because this was the start
of the Machine Age: people wanted 9 ....................... to do all the work.

There were some 10 ..................., however. For one thing, there were no 11 .....ccceuvueee
You: sipl 12 s yourself along using your feet. Kind of like today's
13 ...ccccvveeee. That meant you went fairly slowly. And uphill, you actually worked
harder, pushing that two-wheeler. Plus, the wheels were made of wood covered with
metal, as you can see from this model. So the 14 .................... was that the ride was
quite uncomfortable on most roads. Only a few 15 ................... lovers had or used them.

By the 1860s, though, 16 .......ccovveviiiernnnne were being made. As you cansee from
IS AT woamsmansnmiv , metal frames had become the rule. They're more durable than
wood, and they don't warp in the rain. The biggest improvement however was
the 18 .......ccocveevvvevvernenen. OF the chain and sprocket system. They are connected. This
meant you did not push the bike. You used pedals just like today. You had to try harder
10 19 i, SO it took some practice to 20 u...cciiiasias out how to use
the pedals. But it made the ride so much easier. As a result, the good thing was that you
could ride alot NoFe 21 .uuinmisas and with very little effort.

By the 1880s, another big change was the use ofrubber22 ...
These became pretty common at that time. Though the first ones
were 22 .........ceeeeeenen. Fubber, the ride was a good deal more comfortable than the old
iron and wood system. This is a big consideration because the faster you go, the more
you feel every bump. Air-filled tyres - “pneumatic tyres” - didn't really come into use till
around the year 1900, as you can see from this exhibition over here. That made
the 23 ....................... even more comfortable.
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So, by 1890 or so, people were going a lot faster and a lot more smoothly. There was
one problem when you were going quickly and 24 .................ccce....... "OH NOI HOW DO |
STOP?" Yes, we all laugh now.

But for a long time, the only way to stop was drag your feet. That didn't work very well
and it would be dangerous if you were going fast. In the 25 ................ceeece.... Cities of
those years - New York, Chicago, and so on, you would get 26 ............cccccrueunen. if yOU
couldn't stop for, say, a streetcar.

Plus look at this bike. The front wheel is nearly a metre and two thirds tall! They made
them that way so you could see over people and wagons., But you
CoUlEnt 28 asmamn: your feet. This model is called a “velocipede” - a “speed pedal”.
BRDLRErEZE oo of the bike in this period is that it has two equal-sized
wheels, which 29 ... a big change in 30 ......ccceivevnnis

For with the velocipede, 31 ..o appeared. If you wanted to stop, you just
pushed the pedal backwards. Doing that 32 ..............cce...ne... the back wheel of the bike.
This technique worked a lot better than dragging your feet or jumping off the high seat
there! This meant that bikes became a great deal 33 .......................... [t would have been
safer if people wore 34 ...........c..c.e......... , DUt the first bicycle helmet wasn't invented
until years later, and even then it was little more than a 35 .......ccociniiiiiiinnns ballcap. It
really wasn't until the 1970s that the bike helmet was 36 ................c.ccveuuue.ne. 1O provide
some real 37 .....eevicvnncinssnennns :
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