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THE ASSEMBLY LINE

When the first “horseless carriages™ were introduced, few people were interested. Many people
thought they were unsafe, too expensive, and too noisy. These horseless carriages were actually the
beginnings of the car as we know it. The invention of cars changed transportation in the United States
forever. Henry Ford is credited with changing the way that people looked at cars. He was one of the
early automobile makers, and his techniques changed the way cars were made. His ideas made the car
cheaper and accessible not only to rich people, but also to farmers and ordinary workers.

In the beginning cars were made by a group of mechanics working to put the entire car together, Henry
Ford had different ideas on how to build an automobile. Henry Ford divided up the tasks into a process
of steps. Each worker was assigned a different step in the process. That meant that each worker was
only responsible for one job and he or she did this job over and over on each automobile. This meant
that the workers became specialists. This also meant that cars would be produced much faster. This
also meant the car was less expensive, so that it could be sold more cheaply.

Ford improved upon his system even more by introducing the assembly line. The assembly line was
a large moving belt that brought the cars to the workers. The worker would continue to perform each
step in the process, but bringing the cars to the workers saved even more time.
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STORY QUESTIONS

1. What was the first reaction to the “horseless carriage™?
a. People loved the new invention.
b. People were nervous about driving the new car.
¢. People thought they were cheap and inexpensive.
d. People thought they were dangerous and noisy.

2. What is the definition of an assembly line?
a. a group of workers standing in a line
b. a large moving belt
c. the line where buyers purchased their cars
d. the place where the nuts and bolts are held

3. Based on reading the passage, what effect did the cost of making the car have on the
purchasing price of the car?

a. The price of the car went down.

h. The price of the car went up.

c. The price of the car stayed the same.
d. none of the above
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