A brief history of toilets
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1. What was the main purpose of the stone bench
in Ostia during Roman times?

A. For judicial proceedings

B. As a public restroom

C. For religious rituals

D. For theatrical performances

2. Why can't we be certain about the inspiration
behind early sewage systems?

A. There are no historical records left

B. The instructions were contradictory

C. Researchers lack consensus

D. The text doesn't provide specific details on this
matter

3. What contributed to Europe reverting to less
sanitary waste management after the fall of the
Roman Empire?

A. Innovations in recycling waste

B. Lack of water infrastructure

C. Introduction of toilets with flush technology
D. Cultural approaches to sanitation changed

4. What major difference distinguished waste
management in China from the Roman Empire?
A. Use of gongs for disposing of waste

B. Recycling waste for agricultural purposes

C. Ejecting waste from windows

D. Collection and disposal by gong farmers

5. What role did the Groom of the Stool play in the
royal court of England?

A. He was responsible for waste collection

B. He designed the first flush toilet

C. He monitored the king’s intestinal health

D. He managed the city's sewage infrastructure

6. What was a significant improvement made by
Alexander Cumming to toilet technology?

A. He created the first flush toilet

B. He introduced the sewage pipe bend

C. He added a manual flushing option

D. He developed the U-bend trap

7. What issue related to modern toilets does the
text highlight as a significant challenge?

A. Designing luxurious features

B. Managing wastewater treatment

C. Providing access to private toilets

D. Inventing new sanitation technologies

8. What was a common factor in the waste
management practices of ancient Mesopotamia,
Indus Valley, and Cretan civilizations?

A. They all used clay structures for waste
management

B. Every household had a citywide sewage system
C. Manual flushing options were widespread

D. Water infrastructure was integral to their
systems

9. How did Sir John Harrington's toilet technology
differ from previous versions?

A. It used running water to move waste

B. It incorporated a bend to retain water and limit
odors

C. It employed levers to release water and a valve
to drain the bowl

D. It was directly connected to street canals

10. According to the text, what was a common
practice in medieval Europe for disposing of waste?
A. Recycling waste as fertilizer

B. Using aqueducts for carrying waste

C. Dumping chamber pots into the streets

D. Flushing toilets connected to sewage systems

11. What is signified by the term 'Dark Ages' in the
context of European public sanitation?

A. A period of flourishing infrastructure

B. An era of sophisticated waste disposal
technology

C. A time of neglected and less effective waste
management

D. The introduction of modern sewage systems

12. What does the text suggest about the modern
U-bend in toilets?

A. Itis a Chinese invention

B. It was a feature of ancient Roman latrines

C. Itis an improvement upon previous designs by
Thomas Crapper

D. It was first introduced in the royal court of
England

13. Which development in sewage systems is
associated with preventing disease according to
the text?

A. Waste removal from living areas

B. Manual flushing in Cretan palaces

C. The use of gongs in cities

D. Communal cesspits beneath castles

14. How were the 'gong farmers' related to waste
management of their time?

A. They were responsible for cleaning the public
latrines

B. They maintained the flow in aqueducts

C. They transported and disposed of waste at night
D. They developed the first wastewater treatment
plants

ueLIVEWORKSHEETS



15. What aspect of sanitation is NOT addressed by
the text?

A. Inequality throughout the sanitation pipeline

B. Historical practices of waste management

C. The relation of odors to disease

D. The impact of modern toilets on the film
industry
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