Education

1 THE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN THE UK AND
THE US

a Complete the text about the UK with words from the list.

boarding /boxlmy/  degree /di'gri/ head ‘hed/ nursery /'nasari/
Q_r..imar)‘ ‘praimar p_rivate ‘pravil ﬂp”s niu:plz
secondary /sckondri/ state /sten/  students /'stjudnts

terms /imz

In the UK

Children start ' primary school when
they're five. Before that, many children
goto?  school, e.g. between
the ages of two and four, but this is not
compulsory. From 11-18, children go
to? school. The majority of
schools in the UK (about 90%) are * schools, which
means that they are paid for by the government and education is
free. The other 10%are®  schools, where parents have
to pay. A few of theseare®__ schools, where children
smdy eat, and sleep. Children at primary school are often called
and children at secondary school are usually called
- . as are people who are studying at university. The
person who is in charge of a school is called the ?
teacher. The school year is divided into three '°

If you want to go to university, you have to take exams called
A levels in your last year at school. If your results are good
enough, you get a place. A person who has finished university
andhasa™ is called a graduate,

b @7.2 Listen and check.

¢ Complete the text about the US with words from the list.

college 'kolidy  elementary /eli'mentari/  grades ‘greidz

high /hai/  kindergarten /'kindaguiin/  semesters /si'mestaz
twelfth grade /'twelid grevd

In the US

The school system is divided into three levels, ! elementary
school, middle school (sometimes called junior high school),

and 2 school. Schoolchildren are divided by age
groups into ? __. The youngest children start in

3 __ (followed by first grade) and continue until

y _» which is the final year of high school. The school
yearisdividedintotwo® . Higher education in the US
is often called 7

d 7.3 Listen and check.

AcTivaTION Cover the texts. With a partner, remember the
different types of school (starting from the lowest level) in
both countries.

VOCABULARY BANK

2 DISCIPLINE AND EXAMS

a Complete the texts with a verb from the list
in the right form.

| | -
Jlavd 1

not-be-allowed to ot bi:

be expelled /bi ik'speld/  be punished /bi 'pantft
cheat /tfitt/ let/let/ make /meik
misbehave /misbi'hery

A Discipline is very strict in our school. We
aren't allowed to take our phones to school

and they don't 2 us bring unhealthy
food for lunch, like crisps or fizzy drinks. Most
children behave well, but if you @ for
example, talk too much in class, you'll

4 and the teacher will probably

B you stay behind after class. If you
do something more serious, like®__ in

an exam, you might even ’

fail el  pass ipa:s/  result /ri'zalt

revise /ri'vinz/  take teik/ (or do)

B Marc hasto’ ____ an important English
exam next week. He hopes he'll 2 ;
but he hasn't had much time to 3 a
so he's worried that he might ¢ -

He won't get the ® until July.

b &7.4 Listen and check.

AcTivatioN Cover the texts and look at the verbs.
Explain what they mean.

O make, let, and allow
My French teacher made me do extra homework.
Our IT teacher lets us play games every Friday.
The head doesn’t allow us to take our phones
to school.

We use make and let with an object pronoun
and the infinitive without to. We use allow with

an object pronoun and the infinitive + to,

let and allow have a similar meaning. We often
use allow in the passive, e.g. We're allowed to
play games every Friday, but we can’t use let in
the passive NOT We're let-play-games.-
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