TWO PEASIN A POD

pretend a birthmark identical £aill a2t inte trouble arreat a trial
Swdp an aliki to fﬂa\,} truant

Q to exchange

Q exacty the same

d & formal examination by & judag in a court of law of al the evdence to decide If semeone is guihy of & crime
3 to behave as s,.ome’r‘nw:j i true when ou krow it s oot

A to not b2 successful in an exam

Q to stop someone and officialy accuse them of & crime (the police normaky do this)

3 ta nat P to achool without being Wl o 1"‘3""34" an Explanation

Q & spot or mark m:jcurs.tmfhéhjoumjshave

d to getinte 2 bad or clarﬂk'.rwe. situation

3 evidence that shows uou are ot quitty of & crime because Yo were somewhere else at the fime
o o

TWO PCAS IN A POD

Ede and Evie are identical fwine. 'dentical in appearance, but their personalfies are not at al dentical, Things et very weird
when one of them pretends to be the ofher .
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THE STORY

They even dressed us the same My mother said that it was easier for her pst to buy two of

everything Sometimes it was the same clothes but in difFerent colours - a red top For me and a

yelow one For my sister, for example When they did that, we swapped the clothes so that they stil

couldn't fell us apart Not even cur parents could tell us apart Our schoal teachers never could
And then there were our names. It was crazy - they called us Edie and Eviel Even our names were amost identical

Two peas in a Fﬂd they called us. Two dr‘opc_; of water

sometimes we could I-ﬁrcﬂy tell ourselves From each other, At least when we were small But as we qrew up ’rhnga
began to change.

Ever\l{bl:dy thinks identical twins are, well identical But F youre a twin, you'l know that it's not true Physically, yes, we
were amost identical | say almost because there was the birthmark. My sister has a very small brown spot on her
left shoulder 1 dont This was the ariy way we could ever ke told apar'i'.

But other than that. twins, even dentical ones, are diFferent inside. | think we started to change when we started
school | was always very good | never got nto trouble, | adways did all of my homework and dd very wel in all the
tests and exams. Evie wasn't like that Evie was dlways getting into trouble Evie never did her homework. Evie was a
realy bad student. who never studied and never learned anything She would have Failed her exams - but of course she
didn't. Why? Well it's simple, ismt it?

W you have an identical twin, how do you know which is which?

Evie, oF course, started by copying my homework. Then she ao{ worse. When there was a class test, she would write
my name on her paper. When she got into trouble, she smied beautifully at the teacher and said, No. Im Edie, Im the

good one. It was my twin sister Evie who was haughty!

They never tock. us r;eﬂcu;ly we were ariy small ehildren after all there was ne harm in benej a bit na.nﬂh’cy_ Everyone
used to laugh And because they never redlly knew who was who, neither of us was ever punished For being naughty.
and they never faled either of us in cur exams, because they couldn't ke sure which one to Fail and which one +o poss.

But as we gqot older, it qot worse Evie started fo steal things At First it was only things From cther chidren - sweets
or pens or pencils or rubbers. the kinds of things that sometimes happen in school But when we were I5, some money
was taken From a teacher's bag t was quite a lot of money, and the situation was sericus. Then they Found the money
n Evie's pocket. And what did Evie do? Well of course, she did the same thing she always did No. it wasnt me. It was
my twin sister’ And | got into trouble, serious trouble this time They called the police They tried to expel me From
school # was only when our parents came in and pleaded with the headteacher that they agreed to drop the charges
and say nothing about it. We were lucky that time.

But the trouble didn't stop there. Evie was aways playing fruant, not going to school Then when she came in again she
ae;-:-ufredrne05Iy'hgShe-saidﬂwﬂehewaﬁE&e.wMIngmmmwﬁmwrohgmrﬂwhenhycdiedi'he
register. | thought about feling everyone about the birthmark. on her shoulder, that they should check. the birthmark. to
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make sure who was who That would solve the problem | dort know w'ny | didr't idertical twins are always very close,
and even mm@n:mwm woas bad | didnt wanffc-@i-erﬁa#mbtapeﬁnapq also because | krew that trouble For
her alsc meant trouble For me

Alter we left school | began to worry more. | got a job working in an oFFce it wasnt an interesting job, but it was Ok
| worked hard in the ofFice, | dd well and was going to get a promotion Evie, on the other hand, did nothing She never
got a job She used to come and ask me For money. She often disappeared For long periods of tfime. | ddnt know
where she was This was bad but it was worse when one day | locked at my passport and Found that | had Evie's |
ddr't know where she was, but obviously she had taken my passport to get there. Wherever she was, and whatever
she was doing, she was pretending to be me.

Evertually it happeried There was a loud knock on the door at six o'clock in the morning There were three policemen
there. Two of them in uniforms, the other one a detechive | locked at ther sericus Faces and Hﬁcugh'l' that they had
come to tel me bad news. | thought they were coming to tell me that my sister had died But it wasnt that. They asked
me to come to the police station with them | understood that | couldn't say no. They said that they didn't want to arrest
me st yet, but that iF | refused to help them they would arrest me.

of course, H-.ey asked to see iy documents. | had to show them Evie's Pa.sspor‘i', and tried to expiain that | wasn't r't:aly

Evie, but that my sister had taken my passport.

When | got to the police station Evie was there tco They had dready arvested her - well | say her’. but of course,
they had arrested me. As Far as the police were concermed they hod arrested Edie. That's what it said on her
passport, and that's who she said she was

There was a long list oF charges ogainst her. Froud and smugging drugs. She told the police that she was realy Edie,
and that | had .-:.hanaed the passports Edie. me, who had a perf—ec& dilbi Edie hadrt been to any other countries. She
went to work every dm',’. it was Evie who was the Pr‘obiem she said

The trial lasted For da\'(*;. with even the _|udae and the lawyers getting continually confused about who was who
Everttualy, they convicted her Ten years.

1 still g0 to Ty Job every day, Im still Free. | never g0 to visit my sister in prison 'm alraid that she rri.?d show somechne
that she doesnt have a birthmark on her left shoulder Then sameore m'u?d‘ ook, and H«ey will Find +hat | do.

text taken from |
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CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER

I The twins' parents usually dressed them ..

a diﬁf-’emr‘lﬁf. b. identically. <. simiarly.
2. The twins even had ... which were simiar,
a clothes kb names c. Perl;analihe!;

3 meiq:?a-sqble-c-ar‘i'h&i* i o Erow who was Edie and who was Evie

a friends b parents e school teachers
4 Evie has o small brown . on her shoulder

a bag k. brthmark c. tattoo
5. e wos Not a good student at school

a Ede b, Evie
& When Evie ﬂof into trouble, she ... her sister.

a asked For help from b led to c pretended to be
7. Ede MLT{ that iF Evie gr:rt s She wold too.

a better b il < inte trouble
8 Ede _.__ ofter the twins lef+ school

a did nothing b disappeared c qet a ok
9. Evie took Edie's .. .

a maney b job c. passport
10, The police came to ... Ede.

a arrest b. guestion <. say hello to
I Evie was ... Edie

a asking about b pretending to be c. worried about
2. The twin who is telling the story at the end does rot have a .. on her shoulder.

a bag b birthmark c tatco

piscussion

Answer the following questions and discuss them later on

D'Dotr)uhmﬁahuhorkmanﬂoneummahuh?

Q imagine you have & tuin How woud it affect you in your evenyday ife? In what aspects woud e be ditferent!
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