College Interview
Watch the following video and tell what subjects did you find in the interview:
1. Do your research.
2. Make references
3. Practice your responses.
4. Make a good first impression.
5. Prepare for different types of interviews.
6. Determine next steps and follow through on them.

7. Make a list of your strengths and weaknesses.

Questions:

1. What options in the interview do you agree with?
2. What will you tell about yourself to the interviewer?
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Task 1: Read and discuss the quotes. How do they relate to the interview process?

“The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary”

“Doubt kills more dreams than failure ever will"

“Talent will get you through the door but character will keep you in the room”

Task 2: Look at the list of interview answers below.

e Do you think they are good or bad things to say during an interview?

e Discuss your reasoning with a teacher.

1. My previous school/ college was terrible because I had an awful relationship with
my teacher.

2. Could you tell more about the opportunities available to your students?

3. No, I don't have any questions for you.

4. What are my responsibilities as a student?

5. I am seeking new colleges so I have some interviews today.

Task 1: Match the phrasal verbs on the left to their meanings on the right.

1.

74

Carry out
Catch up
Take on
Stand out

Get ahead

o

to accept more work or responsibilities.

to do a particular piece of work, research etc.
to make progress quicker than others at work.
to do work that should have been done earlier.

to be clearly better than most at something.
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Practice Interview Questions:

Prepare responses to common interview questions such as:
Tell me about yourself.

Why are you interested in our college?

What are your strengths and weaknesses?

How do you handle challenges or failures?

Use the STAR method (Situation, Task, Action, Result) to structure your
responses effectively.

Clue

The college interview is a valuable opportunity to convey your unique qualities,
aspirations, and fit for the institution. By preparing effectively, showcasing your
personality and passion, and engaging in meaningful dialogue, you can make a
compelling impression on your interviewer. Remember to approach the interview
with confidence, authenticity, and a genuine enthusiasm for the college and its
community. Good luck!

Study the example of college interview dialogue:

[Interviewer (1): Sarah Johnson, Admissions Officer at Prestige University]
[Interviewee (E): Alex Rodriguez, Applicant for Economics Major]

I: Good morning, Alex. Thank you for joining us today. How are you feeling?

E: Good morning, Sarah. I'm doing well, thank you. I'm excited to be here and learn more
about Prestige University.

I: Excellent. Let's start by discussing your academic interests and why you're considering
Prestige University.

E: Certainly. I've always been passionate about economics and its real-world applications.
Prestige University's renowned economics program and faculty expertise really attracted

coLIVEWORKSHEETS



me to the institution. I'm particularly interested in the research opportunities and
experiential learning opportunities offered here.

I: That's great to hear. Can you tell me about a challenging academic project or experience
you've had in high school and how you handled it?

E: Absolutely. Last year, | participated in a national economics competition where we were
tasked with analyzing the impact of globalization on local industries. It was a complex
project that required extensive research and collaboration with teammates. Despite facing
initial challenges in synthesizing large amounts of data, we were able to develop innovative
solutions and present our findings effectively. It taught me the importance of perseverance
and teamwork in tackling complex problems.

I: Impressive. Beyond academics, we're also interested in your extracurricular activities and
leadership experiences. Can you share a significant leadership role you've held and the
impact you've made?

E: Of course. | served as the president of our school's debate club, where | led a team of
passionate students in organizing debates and public speaking workshops. One of our
notable achievements was organizing a community debate on environmental sustainability,
which sparked meaningful discussions and raised awareness about local environmental
issues. Through this experience, | developed valuable leadership, communication, and
organizational skills.

I: That sounds like a meaningful initiative. How do you envision yourself contributing to the
Prestige University community outside of the classroom?

E: I'm eager to get involved in various student organizations and community service
projects that align with my interests and values. Whether it's joining the economics club,
volunteering at a local nonprofit, or participating in research opportunities, I'm committed
to making a positive impact and fostering a vibrant campus community.

I: It's clear that you're passionate about your academic and extracurricular pursuits. Before
we conclude, do you have any guestions for me about Prestige University or the admissions
process?

E: Yes, I'm curious about the opportunities for undergraduate research and internships in
the economics department.

I: That's a great question. We offer numerous research opportunities and partnerships with
industry leaders that provide valuable hands-on experience for our students. I'd be happy
to provide more information about specific programs and resources available to economics
majors.
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E: Thank you, Sarah. | appreciate your insights.

I: It was a pleasure speaking with you, Alex. Thank you for your time and best of luck with
your college decisions.

E: Thank you, Sarah. | look forward to the possibility of being part of the Prestige University
community.

In this example, Alex effectively communicates his academic interests, leadership experiences,
and enthusiasm for joining the Prestige University community, while also demonstrating
curiosity and engagement in the conversation.

. HOW TO MASTER YOUR NEXT INTERVIEW

Task 1: Read the following article, then complete the question on the next page.

An interview is like a key that can unlock
the door to your dream job. It's a chance
for you to showcase vyour skills,
personality, and potential To help you
shine in your next interview, here are four
simple yet crucial tips to keep in mind.

Prepare, Prepare, Prepare: Before the big
day, gather all the information you can
about the company and the job role. Learn
about their products, services, and values.
This will show the interviewer that you're
genuinely interested and committed. Also,
practice your answers to common
questions like "Tell me about yourself"
and "Why do you want this job?" This can
boost your confidence and help you avoid
stumbling during the interview.

Dress Smartly and Appropriately: First
impressions matter, and your appearance
plays a big role in that. Choose an outfit
that's suitable for the company's culture.
If it's a formal setting, wear business
attire. If it's a more relaxed environment,
opt for smart casual. Make sure your
clothes are clean, well-fitting, and free
from wrinkles. Remember, dressing
appropriately shows that you take the
interview seriously.

Body Language Speaks Volumes: Your
words are important, but so is your body
language. Maintain eye contact to show
you're engaged and confident. Give a firm
handshake at the beginning and end of
the interview. Sit up straight to display
attentiveness. Avoid fidgeting as it can
make you seem nervous. A smile can go a
long way in creating a positive connection
with the interviewer.

Highlight Your Strengths with Examples:
When the interviewer asks about your
skills and experiences, don't just list them
- provide examples. For instance, if they
inquire about your teamwork abilities,
mention a successful group project you
led. If they ask about problem-solving
skills, narrate a situation where you
resolved a challenge creatively. These
real-life instances help paint a vivid
picture of your capabilities.

Remember, an interview is a chance for
you to shine and stand out from the
crowd. By preparing well, dressing
appropriately, using positive body
language, and showcasing your strengths
with examples, you'll increase your
chances of leaving a lasting and positive
impression on the interviewer. Good luck!
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Task 4: Write detailed answers to the following questions.

a. How can researching a company's mission and values improve your performance in
a job interview?

b. Why is practicing common interview questions important for success in an
interview?

c. How does dressing appropriately contribute to making a positive first impression
during an interview?

d. In what ways does maintaining a positive attitude benefit your job interview
experience?

e. Why is authenticity valued by employers during job interviews?

f. How can aligning your skills and experiences with the job requirements improve
your chances of landing the job?

g. How might admitting a lack of knowledge to a question demonstrate a positive trait
during an interview?

h. Summarise how can the four tips mentioned help you stand out and excel in a job
interview?

HOMETASK
Your friend 1s in the process of having interview.
e Give her 5 tips on what to do.

e Give her 5 tips on what NOT to do.
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