1. Read the dialogue. What is happening
there?

Alice: Hey Bob, how was your day at work?
Bob: It was quite challenging. | might have
made a mistake in the financial report.

Alice: Oh no, what happened?

Bob: | may have miscalculated the total
revenue. | should have double-checked the
numbers.

Alice: Well, you could have asked me for help.

I'm good with numbers.

Bob: Yes, | would have asked you, but you seemed busy with your own work.

Alice: | see. But remember, you must have confidence in your abilities. Everyone makes mistakes.
Bob: You're right, Alice. | shouldn't have let this one mistake affect my confidence.

Alice: Exactly! And you might not have made a mistake at all. Maybe you just need to take another look
at the report. Could you have just misread the numbers?

Bob: That's true. | could have. I'll check again tomorrow.

Alice: Good idea. And remember, you wouldn't have gotten this job if you weren't capable.

Bob: Thanks, Alice. | needed that.

Are they talking about present or past situations?

2. Answer the following questions.

1. Could Bob have avoided the mistake in the financial report if he had double-checked the
numbers?

2. Should Alice have offered her help to Bob when she noticed he was struggling with the financial

report?

Might Bob have felt less stressed if he had asked Alice for help?

Would Bob have made the same mistake if he had more confidence in his abilities?

Could Alice have been more proactive in offering her help to Bob?

Should Bob have taken a break and revisited the report later to avoid any mistakes?

Would Alice have made the same mistake if she was in Bob’s position?

Might Bob have overreacted fo the situation?
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Would Bob have felt relieved after Alice reassured him about his capabilities?
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3. Arrange the modals in past.

Must have = May have Would have Should have Might have Could have

Modal Concept Example

If 1 had guessed the future, |
have taken some precautions against what would

Past unreal action

happen.
Past unreal ability He have taken the flight.
We have passed the  math

Pastanteal possioity exam, but it was in Spanish.

Past unreal small You have sold the car., if you
probability really needed the Money.

Past unreal You have listened to the
recommendation teacher.

Past unreal assumption

27
_MUST HAVE

MUST HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE
We use itto make a deduction about something
that has happened. We feel quite sure about it.

have been crazy!

@ AN'T HAVE—

CAN'T HAVE + PAST ?AI!TICIPLE
We are making a deduction about something that
didn’t happenin the past based on present

Example: evidence.
i you can't find your car keys you must hawve left Example:
mmmm He can’t have fallen in love with her. she'slnorried.

NEEDN'T HAVE

NEEDN'T HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE

It's the opposite meaning to ‘should have’.
Itindicates that something was done but it wasn't

necessary. The person who did it thought it was
necessary.

Example:

f SHOULD HAVE # PAST PARTICIPLE

Use it to express the ideathat something was
desirable or needed but didn’t take place.

Exampla:
1 =hould have called you yesterday but | forgot.
Shouldn’t have: Something took place but it

wasn't desirable: You shouldn’t have drunk so
Qﬂd’uﬂmmhﬂhnﬁh

MIGHT/MAY/COULD HAVE

You needn’t have bought more mll.we'\ngnl
R

WIGHT/COULD FIAVE

Umuldhm beenwrong. It was very dark.

[ MIGHT/MAY/COULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE
Use them to say that something was possible inthe
past but we are not sure.

Example:

Ithink | saw Sally at the cinema but | might /may

MIGHT/COULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE \
Use them to say that something was possible inthe
past but we know that it didn’tin fact happen.
Example:

i Mary hadn’t been there, my son might/could have

J/

\"*ﬂhﬂﬂﬂ’ hurt himself. He was so lucky. )
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4. Choose the best option.

In the past, people might have / should have imagined a world where technology would play a
significant role in our lives. They could have / must have envisioned (imagine) devices that would make
life easier, but they couldn’t have / wouldn’t have predicted the extent to which technology would

advance.

For instance, they may have / should have thought of
a device that could store information, but the concept of
a smartphone they wouldn’t have / can’t have
imagined. It's a device that not only stores information
but also allows us to communicate, navigate, and

entertain ourselves.

People may have / should have predicted the impact
This Phota by Unknown Authar is licensed under CC BY-NC of the internet. It has transformed how we learn, work,
and interact. However, they might not have / shouldn’t have predicted the challenges it would bring,
such as data privacy issues and the spread of misinformation.
They may have / must have known that with every advancement comes responsibility. We would have
/ shouldn’t have ignored the potential risks associated with technology and the internet. But, as we
continue to innovate, we also learn to address these challenges.
In conclusion, while we could have / should have anticipated (expect / predict) some aspects of today’s
technological world, there are many things we may not have / couldn’t have predicted. As we move

forward, we *must have a balanced approach to embrace the benefits and address the challenges.

5. Complete the dialogue with modal verbs and correct verb form.

Person A: Do you remember when people might have only dreamed about today’s technology?

Person B: Yes, they (think*) about devices that make life easier, but
they (predict/ not ) how advanced technology would become.

Person A: True, | think they (imagine) a device for storing information.

Person B: And the internet! I'd say that people (see*) how it would change
everything. But they (predict) problems like data privacy and

misinformation.

Person A: Yes, they (know*) that new technology brings new challenges. |

believe we (ignore / not) these potential risks.
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Person B: Absolutely. In my opinion, we learn to address these challenges as we continue to innovate.

6. Answer the questions.

1. Could you have caught the bus if you had woken up earlier?

2. Should | have bought more groceries from the store?

3. Might you have forgotten to turn off the lights before
leaving the house?

4. Would you have been on time for the meeting if you
hadn’t missed the train? s

5. Could we have avoided the rain if we had checked the £ e

weather forecast?

6. Should they have called before visiting us
unannounced?

7. Might it have been better it you had brought an
umbrella?

8. Would we have missed the movie if we hadn't left early?
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