Prefer and would rather

Prefer to do and prefer deing
You can use “prefer to do” or “prefer doing" to say what you prefer in general.
m I don’t like cities. I prefer to live (or [ prefer living) in the country.

Study the difference in structure:

I prefer (duing)' something  to (doing) something else
bur: lprefer todo something  rather than (do)  something else |

m [ prefer tea to coffee.
m Tom prefers driving to traveling by train.
but: Tom prefers to drive rather than travel by train.
m [ prefer to live in the country rather than (live) in a city.

Use would prefer to say what someone wants (to do) in a particular situation. You can say
would prefer to (do) or would prefer (do)ing: ;
® “Would you prefer tea or coffee?” “Coffee, please.”
m “Should we go by train?”" “Well, I'd prefer to go by car.” or
“Well. I'd prefer going by car.”

Would rather (do) = would prefer to do. After would rather we use the base form.
Compare:

.o | Well, ['d prefer to go by car.
Should we go by train? 4 well, [’d rather go by car. (not to go)

®m “Would you rather have tea or coffee?” “Colfee, please.”

= ['mtired. I'd rather not go out this evening, if vou don’t mind.

® Do you want to go out this evening?” *“I’d rather not.”
MNote the structure:

-

' I'd rather do something than (do) something else
m [’d rather stay at home than go to the movies.

Would rather someone did something
When you want someone else to do something, you can say I'd rather you did . . . T'd rather
he did . . ., etc. We use the past in this structure, but the meaning is present or future, not

past. Compare:

['d rather cook dinner now. ; ‘
I'd rather you cooked dinner now. (not I'd rather you cook) |

m “Shall [stay here?” “*Well, I'd rather you came with us.”
a ['d rather you didn’t tell anyone what [ said.
s “Do you mind if I smoke?”" *I'd rather you didn’t.”
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UNIT 61 Exercises

LAY Make sentences using 'l prefer (something) to (something else)."

Example: (driving/ traveling by train) £ praferdriving tatraveling by Lraim.. ...

. |San Francisco / Los Angeles) I prefer San Franciseo ..ot
. (calling people / writing lerters) Iprefer.....................

. (going to the movies / watching movies on TV)

Now rewrite sentences 2 and 3 using the structure “I prefer to do (something) .
Example: I prafer Lo deivé rather than travel By Lx&iftn. ...
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Answer these questions using I'd eather . . . . Use the words in parentheses (. . . ) for vour
answers.

Example: Would you like to walk? (go by car) J'@rathergosycar. . ..

Would you like to play tennis? (goforaswim) I'd ... ... i
Do you want to watch television? (reada book) T o s
Shall we leave now? (wait for a few minutes)

Would you like to go to a restaurant? {eat at home)

Should we decide now? (think about it for a while)

bl

Now make sentences using I'd rather . . . than., . . (see section b}
Exarnple: (walk [ go by car) [U'd rather dlh thaon go by car... .

6 (o foraswim/play temni) P IR i o e e b i e e
T. (reat a DOOR T SR TMIBURSIONRT b ool i aieisiiin s s o e e
8. (wait for a few minutes / leave now)

9. {eat at home / go to a restaurant) S AT e Pt O] P T TP I SR
10 {iliink abonir i for'a while / destde 0OW) it i S hsd s

Use “'I'd rather you (did something).” You are talking to a friend. You say you'll do
something, but really you want your friend to do .

Example: 1'll cook the dinner if you really want me to, but L2 ralher you cooked /it

o Illeall Tom if you really wantme to, but U'd rather ol i aniiin,
. Tl do the dishes if you really want me 10, BUL ... it i smrire s s sanat gt 4e
. I'll 2o to the bank if you really want me to, but ...,
. I'll tell Ann what happened if vou really want me 10, BUT oo i oo cvnanrenns
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