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Past Simple / Past Continuous / Past Perfect Simple

A. Choose the correct answer.

. | heard a knock at the front door so | (went / was going) to answer if.

. At this fime yesterday, | (wrote / was writing) an essay.

. The football season (began / was beginning) a month ago.

. She (had graduated / graduated) from school in 2001.

. We entered the house quietly because everyone (was sleeping / had slept).
. When we (got / had got) fo the cinema, the fiim had already started.

. The children (were playing / played) in the garden while their parents were
watching them.

8. They (had left / left] many hours before we arrived.
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B. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in
brackets. Use the Past Simple, Past Continuous or Past Perfect.

1.TheY ccveeeccieeecierenenenee [@€1) tO the dirport as the plane was landing.

2. She wore the shoes she ..........cccivvieceennen. [DUY) the previous day.

B LTl S | e einanenns (TIN) fOT the bus.

4. What ......covvevveiiriiieeceen. S8 e, [5QY) When he asked her to marry
him?2

5 When | was astudent, | ..o (not have) much money.

6. WHY eeeeeeeevrveeeeeen SHE S . [WoOrk) at one o'clock in the
morning?

7.1 was happy to see her, because we .............ccceecceeeenee.... (NOL s5€€) €QCH Other for
years.

8. By the time we got to the shop, a long queve ............................ dlready
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C. Choose the sentence which is closer in meaning to the
original.

1. | had already seen the film but | decided to watch it again last night.
a. | watched the film last night for the first time.
b. Last night wasn't the first fime that | had seen the film.

2. The boys were playing football while it was raining.
c. The boys were playing football until it started to rain.
b. The boys played football in the rain.

3. | was writing an e-mail when our computer broke down.
a. Our computer broke down before | wrote an e-mail.
b. | had started writing an e-mail and then our computer broke down.

4. My aunt bought me a lovely gift after she had spent the summer holiday with us.
a. When the summer holiday was over, my aunt bought me a lovely gift.
b. While my aunt was spending the summer holiday with us, she bought us a
lovely gift.
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D. Complete the passage with the correct form of the verbs in
brackets.

Until a few years ago,

noonel, ...... TR (hear) of

Harry Potter, the young wizard and hero of
the children's book Harry Potter and

the Philosopher’s Stone. The writer, J K Rowling,
D (already / write)

severdl stories and books, but this was the first book that was published.

She 3. . R .. ([get) the idea for
the s’row of a w:zclrd ct mogic school

while she d. ... (travel) on

a train to London.

When the train 5. ......cc.coceeevvivvieeneinennn. reach)

King's Cross station, she é. .........ccocmmemenverenns
(invent) most of the characters. B—
When the book was published in 1997, noone 7. ......................... (iMagine) it would

be such a tremendous success, but it quickly 8. .......................... ([become) a
bestseller.

While millions of young readers in many countries 9. . - . [enjoy)
her first Harry Potter book, J KRowling 10, ...cceeeveeeicciecieeeen, (Thmk of |dec15 for the

next book in this incredibly popular series.
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