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The school system in the United Kingdom is structured into different

, each with its own set of educational and qualifications.
Here is a summary of the main components of the UK school system:
1 Early Years Education:

0 Nursery and Reception: Early education starts with schools or
preschools, followed by Reception classes for children aged 4 to 5.
2. Primary Education:
0 Key Stages 1 and 2 (Ages 5-11): education consists of Key
Stage 1 (ages 5-7) and Key Stage 2 (ages 7-11). Students study core

like English, mathematics, , and the humanities.
3 Secondary Education:
0 Key Stages 3 and 4 (Ages 11-16): education includes Key Stage
3 (ages 11-14) and Key Stage 4 (ages 14-16). At the end of Key Stage 4,
students typically take the General of Secondary Education

(GCSE) examinations.

4. Post-16 Education:

0 Sixth or College (Ages 16-18): After completing
education, students can pursue further education in the form of
(Advanced Level qualifications) in a Sixth or a college.

5. Higher Education:

0 Universities: Higher education in the UK is primarily offered by

Students pursue undergraduate (Bachelor's), degrees
(Master's), and doctoral degrees (Ph.D.).

6. National Curriculum:

0 England: Follows a Curriculum, which outlines the subjects and
content that schools are required to teach.

0 Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland: Each has its frameworks.
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p i Examinations and Qualifications:

0 (General Certificate of Secondary Education): Typically taken at
the end of Key Stage 4 (age 16).

0 (Advanced Level): Two-year courses typically taken in the Sixth
Form (age 16-18).

0 Qualifications: Include Standard Grades, Highers, and Advanced
Highers in Scotland.

8. School Inspection:

0 OFSTED (Office for Standards in Education): In England, OFSTED
evaluates and reports on the of education and standards in

schools.

0 Education Inspectorate in Scotland, Estyn in Wales, and Education and

Training Inspectorate in Northern Ireland: Similar organizations exist in other
UK nations.

9. Private and State Schools:

0 Schools: Independent schools, often , provide an
alternative to state-funded education.

0 State Schools: Funded by the and free for students to attend.
10. Devolved Education Systems:

. England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland: Education policy and
administration are devolved to individual nations, leading to variations in
systems and curricula.

1L International Baccalaureate (1B):

. Available Option: Some schools in the UK offer the International

as an alternative to A-levels.

12. Language of Instruction:

. English: The primary language of instruction in most UK schools and
universities is .

The UK school system aims to provide a comprehensive and structured
education, emphasizing core subjects and preparing students for

education or employment. It is characterized by a mix of national and
devolved policies that cater to the specific needs of each nation within the UK.

Activity created from Oxford Text Checker on
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/

ueLIVEWORKSHEETS



