Education in New Zealand

All children aged 6 to 16 years in New Zealand must either attend school or be educated at
home. Most children start school when they turn 5.

All children mst be enrolled with a school or in home education by their sixth binhday. Once vour child starts school they must go to school every day
unless they have | on nol o, for example because they are unwell, By Law, they cannot leave school untl after their 16th binhday,

School structure

There are 13 “‘Years' in the New Ze:
stages — Primary, Intermediate and &

1wl school structure. The “Year” denotes how long a child has been at school. Schooling is divided into 3
condary.

Primary and intermediate school

Schooling begins at pri school. Children can attend either a contribuiing primary school or a full primary school. Contnibuting primany schools are
maore comumon than full primary schools,

o Contmbutng primary sehools go from Year 1o Year 6.
® Full primary sehools go from Year | to Year 8,

If your child attends a contnbuting primary school, vou will need 1o enroll them with an mtermediate school o complete Years 7 and 8.

Secondary school

After your child hinishes primary or intermediate school, you must enroll them with a secondary school to complete their final school vears, Secondary
schools go from Year 9 to Year 13,

Secondary schools are ofien called college or high school.

Enrolling your child in school

To enroll your child with a school, contact the school to find out their envolment process and get their enrolment forms,
Your child can enroll as a ‘domestic’ student if they are either a;
® New Zealand resident or permanent resident

15, Cook Klanders and Nineans)

& student visa holder based on yvour temporary work visa.

& Noew Zealaind citizen (includes Tokelavar

You may need to provide the school with evidence of your child's visa status.

Students who are not eligible to enroll as domestic students may be able to enroll as internatonal students. IF your cluld 1s not covered by the above list,
chieck o see if they need a visa.

New entrants

Chisldren starting primary school for the first time at 5 or 6 vears old are called ‘new entrants’,

Some schools let new entrants start school at any time during the school year, usually on their fth birthd,

Other schools tse a svstem called ‘Cohort entrv’, meaning children start school in groups at the begmnning of each school term., Which term they start in
depends on when their birthday is in relaton w the middle of the erm. You will need o find ou which system vour chitld’s school uses.

Whether or not the school uses cohont entry, vou still have the option of waiting untl their sixth birthday to start vour child in school.
New entrants are referred 1o as either Year | or Year 0, Generally:

® children who stant the first halfl of the calendar vear are relerred to as Year 1
® children who stant in the second lall of the calendar vear are referved (o as Year 0,

Children with previous schooling
IF your child is starting school as a newcomer w New Zealand, and they have already had some schooling, vou can enrvol vour child in school at any time

of the year.

They will automatically be placed in the same school vear as other children of the same age, For example, if they are 10 vears old, they will prabably be
placed in Year 5 or 6 with other H-vear-olds,

If they are secondary school age, they will be placed i the Year that allows them nme to complete their Nanonal Cevaficate of Educational
Achievement (NCEA) qualifications. Your chibd wall vsually be assesseel dimng their bist three years at school (Years 1=13), They can achieve NCEA at thiee Jevels m avwde
vange of connses arvd subyeds.
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sour child to talk aboutwhich Year would hest meet their needs.

Because each stmanion is different, 1t is best to contact the school before vou enr
What New Zealand schools are like
Schodl sizes in New Zealand can vary, Most schools have between 100 and 2000 stadents.,

New Zealand school sdents enjoy focused, personal attention rom teachers. Learning involves a balance of practical and theorvetical leaming.
Teachers encourage students to think creatively, independently and analyteally.

New Zealane schools are well equipped with computers, the Internetl and other technology. They also have a lot of room for outdoor play and sport.
Schools usually have thetr own playing helds and sometimes a swimming pool. They also have cultural activities,

Teachers support many dilferent activities out of school hours, for example coaching sports teams, leading drama clubs and school musie groups.

School students also get opportunities for educational trips that allow them to explore and leam about New Zealand's natural surroundings. They get the

apportunity 1o challenge themselves with outdoor activities they might otherwise never experience.

Discipline in schools

Your child will be made 1o feel comfortable and safe at school in New Zealand. Tt is illegal in New Zealand for anvone to use physical force 1o disapline

a child.

A parent may only use lmmted force to prevent a child from harm. A teacher may not use force in any simanon, so physical discipline of children, like

smacking, caning and strapping 15 not allowed. School punishments usually mvolve exira homework or staving late after school 1o do tasks while

supervised by a weacher,
Une of the regronal Commumity Law services has a pubhication about the rights of children and ways that schools are allowed to discipline children,
o o o . o
Types of schools and costs
There are 3 types of schools m New Zealand.
® Siate schools are owned and funded by the government.

® State mtegrated schools are government funded but may also charge compmlsory fees.

® Private schools charge set fees for a term or vear,
State schools
Most children attend state schools (also known as “public schools™),

State schools are funded by the government and the education is ree for domestie students up to 19 vears of age. However, parents usually need (o pay
for things like school uniforms, stationery, exam fees and some course-related costs.

You may also be asked to pay for some leaming expenences outside the classroom, like school trips or sports events and other activiies that are not part

ol the school curriculum,
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o If the event is part of the core education curriculum vour child has a right to take part even i vou do not pay the additional cost.

& If it is not part.of the core curriculum vour child can be excluded if vou do not pay the: cost.
State integrated schools
Just over 103 of students are enrolled m Stae mtegrated sehools,

Stare integrated schools are schools with a *special character”. This means they may be run by a particular religous faith, eg Catholic, or use specialist
education methods, like Steiner and Montesson schools.

Feucation in state integrated schools is also hinded by the government, bt they usually charge compulsory fees — also known as “attendance dues’ — o
help mamtain their facihities. The amount is tvpically around NZ$1,500 a vear,

Private schools
Just under 5% of ehildren attend private schools,

Some private schools take both bovs and girls (known as co-educational or *co-ed” schools). Others are single sex schools for either boys or girls. Some
s so students can live there duning the erm.

private schools have boarding £

Private schools are not government hunded - they charge set fees by the school term or vear. The amount is typically around NZS20,000 a vear. You
iy be able o get fnancial assistanee 1o pay the fees,

Home schooling
Houme education, or home schooling’, is an option in New Zealand.

Parents and caregivers who want to educate their child at home need to first get approval from their local Minisoy of Education office.

School hours, terms and holidays

The school day usually star

at Uam and ends at 3 or

Hpm.

The school vear starts in January. There are 4 tenns i a vear, with 2-week breaks hetween them and a Gaweek summer break at the end of the ve:

® Term 1: late Januwy (o early Aprl — then a 2-week break
® Term 28 May to carly July — then a 2-weck break
® Term 3: late July to Jate Seprember — then a Z-week break

® Term 4 mid-Oetober to mid-December — then a teweek summer break,

School zones

Check out "roning’ rules and whether it will affect the choice of schools or vour
children.

Most schools in New Zealand are grouped into areas known as zones”. Children are
ustally expecied to attend a school in the vone where they live,

I von five e an avea chose to.a school the schools zone), yvour chik s geusanteed o get a phice at e
sclwol. Hvouwant vour child o go o a school ouisice the awea where vou Ives vou may Fawe to apply,
L an pliace bank gianivecl

Higher education and training

‘When your child gets to senior secondary school (Years 1w 13). vou will be thinking about what they want o do after they leave school and what their

education and career options are.

Youth Gremsntee courses proaide students aged 16-19 witlvan oppomuty o study ek NCEA Levd 13 o Leved 133 oentilices atengay provides free of dunge, These

coumrses ane wstally vocationally fooased.

Higher education in New Zealand is not limited to universities and institutes of technology or polytechnics. We have a wide range of other options,
including:

® vocatonal training = raining for a particular trade, type of job or profession

s apprenticeships — a lormal arrangement 1o learn from an expert while working

® ‘on-the-ob’ maining — learning as vou work.
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Mark these sentences as T (True) or F (False).

1. Most children start school at the age of six,

2, Attendance is strict.

8. Intermediate schools are meant to level up students who atiended a contnbuting primary school.
A. Compulsory education finishes at the end of secondary school,

. Enrollment processes are uniform throughout the country.

. Any student can join a school at any tme of the vear,

7. Foreign students have to take an admission exam,

8. Schools have sports facilities.

9. There are no after school activities,

10. Physical pumishment is not allowed.
11. Schools clirge fees.

12, There are no religions schools.

13. Home schooling must be authorised.

TG 0y I e e ek e

14, The school day is six or six and a hall hours long,
I:l 15. School breaks last three months inoall.

Answer these guestions.

L. How is the school system divided?

2. What is the dilference between a contributing priumary school and a full primary school?
3. What are secondary schools often called?

£ Wheo are “domestic” students?

3. Who are "new entrants"?

6. What is *Coho entry™?

7. What does National Centificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) Consist of?

8. What does school punishment consist of?

9. Which schools charge e

10, T ter whiat age s educition free Tor domestic students?

11, What Kind ol expenses must parents provide for?

12, What are “co-ed” schools?

13. How is the school vear divided?

14 When are the school breaks?

15, What higher education options are there
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