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Ancient Inventions

F'ED;:IIE' aftan think that plastic sus gery 15 & modern Anmerican invention,

1. However, thousands of years befare Amenca was discovered by
Caolumbus, Indian doctors did complicated plastic surgery. & medical texibook
titked the Susfda Samhila. which was written in approsimataly 600 B.C.. gives
dietailed instructions for doing “nose jobs™—_ 2

Brightly colored cotton clothes were made in India four and a half thousand
yeirs aga. This was at a time when Europeans wore animal skins. Until cotton
laciories were developad in England 200 years ago, India supplied the warld
willh catton clathes.,
Alncugh we call them Arabic nembers, the numbers that we use oday came
from Inclia, and i was
thera nal "zero” was Invenied in 458 A 0. The Romans had counted
uslmng letters (M=1000, D=500, C=100, L=60, ¥X=10, V=5, and |=1}

3 . For example, faur was wrillen [V, Farty X004, Tour buradred
CCCC, and four thousand MMBK. However, In the new Indian sysiem,
using zero, the same numbers wera written 4, 40, 400, 4,000

Chocolate was imvanted over 2,500 years ago! The Mayans and Aztecs
lived in parts of Mexico and Central America from G00B.C. 4

They made a caold, thick drink called xocolat! from the fruit of the tree.
Althaugh the Mayans and Aztess loved chocolate, Europeans didn't
disconves it lor anodlser two thousand years, In 1519, the Spanish exploner
Caorés visited Empearor Montezumsa || of Mexico. To the explorer's gred
surprise, he found thal Montezuma dreank B0 cups of chacalate a day

Paper and printing ware Chineas imvenlions. P‘.ﬁ.]'}-e-r wvas el i
105 AD. by Cal Lun, and the Ghiness kept the process secrel . 5
Although paper was introduced into Japan in 810 A0, It didn't reach
tha West until much later. A hundred years after paper was first made,
farirting was invented in China—over a thowsand years before it was
Irventad inEuropa. In China, papar wasn™l onky isad for books
Umbrellas, lags. and loilet paper were made from it, L .

1 OPENER 3 LINKING WORDS
When and where do you think these things were invented? although: Find examples of afthough in the taxt.
Then rewrite these santences using although instead
chocolate « collon » paper o Bt
plastic surgery = printing 1 Paper was made In Japan in 610 AL, but i wasn't

made in Eorape until 1151
2 Printing was invented in the 3rd centuny, but it
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ch Eurcape until 1455

Read Ancient Inventions and check your answers 10 exergise

1. Then complete the text with phrases a-f. Spanish thought it tasted awlul

4 leonardo da i lived 500 vears apo. but he
designed the

5 [Krysta Morlan was only 16, but she invented the
waterhike

6 Louis Braille coukdn’t see but he desed oped a

3 The Mavans and Aztecs loved xoceladl, but the

fear rnieane L fvee hueidred yedes
and grew cacao mees
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PapEr Mone)y
w ponnected with Hollywood
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and this made marthematics very difficult ;
} : ¢ | reading system for the blind
chianging the shape of your nose

Which words in the phrases helped you compiete the text?
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