Reading
The Longitude Prize

I'can understand an article about science.

1 VOCABULARY Match the pictures of measuring
devices to the words below. What does each device do?

stopwatch foot measure pressure gauge
thermostat  marine chwonometer  theodolibe




i Reading Strategy

1 res wiich may also provide ideas.
= After you have matdhed a sentence to each gap,
check that the remaining sentence doesn't match
any of the gaps.
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4 Read the Reading Strategy. Match the missing
sentences [A-D) with the gaps {1-3). There is one extra
sentence.

A The Longitude Prize was no ordinary competition.
B One thousand, four hundred sailors were drowned.
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Oin a stormy night in 1707, four ships strack rocks off the
south coast of England and sank. " :
The ships had erashed because they had no way of
knowing hew far they had travelled in a particula

& direction; they could not caleulate thelr longitude, which
required accurate ime messurement. It was the most
serious in a serles of accidents af sea, and a stunmed

British government declded to act. In such difficul
circurnstances, they belleved that the best response o
1 the dizaster was a competition: the Longitode Prize.
t - To wim bt, somecns lud to find a
way of caleulating how far a shipg had travelled east or
weat from its polnt of departure. Genluses such as Sir
Izaac Newton had falled o find a solution, so to ensure
15 the interest of Britaln's greatest sclentific minds, the
government offered a prize of £20,000 — the equivalent of
525 millllon in today's money. But to everyone's surprise,

It wasn't a famous academic who solved the ;:cm%'qr
ug L

bt an unknown carpenter.
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20 When John Harrison wasn't working with wood,
was making clocks. An accurate clock would allo
sallors to cabeulate thedr position, bot at the
thought imgpossible to creste a mechanbcal
conld work on a ship. ®

25 after three frustrated attempts, E
clock, H4, finally triumphe
good that the HA worked
Ramd.
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a great challenge to
then took part in a TV
i ewers chose one challenge from
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