GRAMMAR: MODAL VERBS

TENTH GRADE

OBJECTIVE

Identify and apply modal verbs in communicative contexts.

VERBOS MODALES (MODAL VERBS)

Los modal verbs son verbos auxiliares. Esto quiere decir que no se conjugan con las personas gramaticales, por lo que no tienen
infinitivo, ni gerundio ni participio. Modifican a otros verbos, por lo que después de un modal verb siempre hay un verbo sin conjugar.
Ejemplo: | can jump. He must stop of smoking.

MODAL uso EJEMPLOS
CAN Expresa habilidad o posibilidad y en | She can speak English very well. (Ella sabe hablar inglés muy bien)
espafiol los traducimos como “poder” o | Can you help me? (¢ Puedes ayudarme?)
“saber”. The doctor can’t see you this morning. (El doctor no puede verte esta
mafiana).
HAVE TO Se usa muy frecuentemente para | have to wear uniform at school. (Tengo que llevar uniforme en el colegio).
expresar obligacién. He has to tell her the truth. (El tiene que decirle la verdad.)
OUGHT TO | Sirve para expresar una obligacion moral | You ought to visit your parents more often. (Tu deberias visitar a tus
o recomendacion. padres con mas frecuencia).
They ought to fix this car. (Ellos deberian arreglar este carro).
SHOULD Se utiliza para expresar obligaciones, | You should go to the doctor as soon as possible. (Deberias ir al doctor lo
recomendaciones o consejos, dando una | antes posible).
opinién de lo gue se considera correcto. | You shouldn’t eat junk food. (No deberias comer comida chatarra).
En espafiol podria traducirse como
‘deberia’.
MUST Expresa  obligacion, necesidad o | We must pay taxes. (Tenemos que pagar los impuestos.)
posibilidad. También se utiliza para | | must go to the supermarket today. (Debo ir al supermercado hoy.)
aconsejar o recomendar. You must be tired. (Debes estar cansado).
En forma negativa significa prohibicion. You must see the new film “El olvido que seremos”. (Debes ver la nueva
pelicula “El olvido gue seremos”.)
You mustn’t smoke here. (No debes fumar aqui.)
CouLD Expresa habilidad para hacer algo o | I could run when | was young, (Yo podia corer cuando era joven)
permiso, en el pasado. I could go alone to the park when | was a child. (Yo podia ir sola al parque
Para preguntar educadarente. cuando era nifa.)
Peticidn cortés. Could you tell me what time is, please? (Podria decirme la hora, ¢por
Ofrecimiento de manera educada. favor?)
Sugerencia educada Could you wait a moment, please? (Podrias esperar un momento, ¢ por
Paosibilidad favor?
| could lend you my notebook. (Yo podria prestarte mi cuaderno.)
Could we leave class five minutes before? (Podriamos salir de clase 5
minutos antes?
It could get very hot tomorrow. (Padria hacer mucho calor mafiana.)
MAY Posibilidad It may rain this afternoon. (Puede llover esta tarde.)
Pedir permiso para hacer algo. May | go to the cinema? (¢ Puedo ir al cine?)
Sugerencia educada. May | help you? (Puedo ayudarte.)
MIGHT Posibilidad (menos possible gue may). It might rain today. (Podria llover hoy.)
Oferta vacilante. I might | help you, but... (Podria ayudarte, pero...)
NEED NOT | No necesario. | needn't go to the supermarket, we're going to the restaurant tonight. (No
necesito ir al supermercado, vamos al restaurante esta noche.)
SHALL Sugerencia Shall | carry your bag? (¢Llevo tu maleta?)
WILL Deseo, solicitud, exigencia, orden (menos | Will you please shut the door? (Cierras la Puerta, épor favor?)
cortés que would).
Prediccidn, suposicion. I think it will rain this weekend. (Pienso que llovera esta tarde.)
Promesa | will stop smoking. (Dejaré de fumar.)
Decision espontanea. I will rest a minute! (jDescansaré un minute!)
Habitos She's strange, she'll sit for hours without talking. (Ella es extrafia, se sienta
por horas sin hablar.)
WOuLD Deseo, solicitud (mas cortés que will)., Would you shut the door, please? (Cerrarias la Puerta, épor favor?)

Habitos en el pasado.

Sometimes he would bring me some flowers. (A veces me traia unas
flores.)
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PRACTICE
Complete the sentence with correct affirmative or negative modal.

I: You read the washing machine instructions carefully or you will ruin your clothes.

2 You play videogames when you should be studying. TITIN D

(_suouonT17)

3. Megan play both the piano and the guitar.
4, I think your mother help your sister. She has many problems.
5 You wear a helmet when riding your motorbike.
6. It is very dark in here. | see you very well.
7. She practice English if she wants to pass the subject.
8. We wait outside the restaurant. There aren't any empty tables.
9. They follow the rules, or they will get the consequences.
10. You call your friend. He is sick.
Would you marry me ?
11. He be friendly, but he is usually unfriendly.
12. I have no time. | leave now. My parents are waiting for me.
13. I wish | buy a new car but | do not have any money.
14. | to study well for the exam.
15. If I had enough money, | travel with my friends but now | can't.
16. It rain in the desert sometimes, but you can't depend on it.
- | am too fa

17. It's too cold. | close the window. 1-\-
18. Laila not swim when she was one year old. b %

g ¥
19. Creed come to the party, but nobody is sure. cen N i

do exercise & = 'ﬂjj
20.  Sami lift that heavy table. He is too weak. i !
Junik food?
21. Stop smoking! You really smoke. &
22. The project finish in two years' time.
23. We not climb those mountains when we were kids. e —
~ CAN 1

24.  We watch TV so much. . HELFP You?
25. | borrow your pen? & o
26. You are too smart. You study so much.
27. You look tired. You have some sleep.
28. You behave well in front of guests. Stop being silly.
29. we start the meeting? We have a lot of work.
30. My grandmother cook a huge lasagna for all the family.

You can't LEARM
FUERYTHiN b File®

Bosks, You KNow.
Hou SHOULD &ET
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