Reported Speech

,f;;, Listen and repeat. Then act out.

7' I'm sorry to tell you that s
L you can't play football, je

What did the doctor 5ay? TG

He to!d me
| couldnt play
, football.

-

Well, if he sald so,

) he’s seen you play, hasn't he?,

e Direct speech is the exact words ® Reported speech is the exact
someone said. We use quotation meaning of what someone said but
marks in Direct speech. not the exact words. We do not use
He said, “I'll wait for you.” quotation marks in Reported speech.

He said that he would wait for me.
Say - Tell

¢ We use say in Direct speech. We also use say in Reported speech when say is not
followed by the person the words were spoken to. We use tell in Reported speech
when tell is followed by the person the words were spoken to.

Direct speech: She said to me, ‘| am very tired.”
Reported speech: She told me that she was very tired.
Reported speech: She said that she was very tired.

say good morning, etc., say something, say one’s

Expressions with say prayers, say so

tell the truth, tell a lie, tell a secret, tell a story, tell the
Expressions with tell time, tell the difference, tell sb one’s name, tell sb the
| way, tell one from another

e — e e T —— - - e

. Fill in: say or tell in the correct form.

1 The police officer said . .... that 4 Jim ... me about the party
the man was lying. last night.
2 PP o vinrnes it would probably 5 Our teacher .. .. ..... hewas
rain tomorrow. pleased with our work.
3 Susan .., Let's go out for 6 Jane and Kate are twins. | really can't
dinner tonight.” : one from the other.
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@ Reported Speech

=g .
(3ap Listen and repeat. Then act out. _ K o0 astadt
What are you doing? | I'm looking for Trouble. o ) ._)-_
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WA police officer asked me what | was doing
g0 | told him that | was looking for Trouble.
Then he told me to follow him.

"Well, he was nght to arrest you. @ -
~ You were looking for traub.'a

But ‘Troub!e is the name of of my dog|

We can report: A. statements B. questions C. commands, requests, suggestions
Reported Statements

* To report statements we use a reporting verb (say, tell, advise, explain, promise,
etc.) followed by a that-clause. In spoken English that may be omitted.
* Pronouns and possessive adjectives change according to the meaning.
Direct speech: He said, “I can't fix it myself."
Reported speech: He said he couldn't fix it himself.
. Ceftain wo::is change as follows d se Hote S
can changes to could

 Direct speech this /these here come will changes to would

| Reported speech that / those there go may changes to might
' must changes to had to

“This is fny book,” he said. He said that was his book.

* When the reporting verb is in the past, the verb tenses change as follows:

i Direct speech Reported speech
Present Simple Past Simple

! ‘| want to go to bed early,” she said. She said she wanted to go to bed early.

ﬁ Present Coqtinuous ‘ Past _Contlnuous

- “She’s speaking to Joe,” he said. He said she was speaking to Joe.

. Present Perfect Past Perfect

* “I've bought you some flowers,” she said. She said she had bought me some flowers.

. Past Simple Past Perfect

. “He lost all the money,” she said. She said he had lost all the money.

‘1? Future Conditional

ST o L . L UL

150

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



Reported Speech @

¢ Time expressions change as follows:

B

b Direct speech Reported speech

i tonight, today, this week / month / year that night, that day, that week / month /

) year

| now then, at that time, at once, immediately

\ now that since

! yesterday, last night / week / month /  the day before, the previous night / week /

| year month / year
: the day after, the next / following day,
i

TOGMOW, et yweel/ Tontl./ ywer the next / following week / month / year

! two days / months / years, etc., ago two days / months / years, etc., before

. “He arrived last week,” she said. She said (that) he had arrived the previous week.

® There are no changes in verb tenses when the reporting verb is in the Present,
Future or Present Perfect tense or when the sentence expresses something which
is always true.

f Direct speech She'll say, “I can do it." “The Earth is round,” said the teacher.

' Reported speech She'll say (that) she can doit. The teacher said (that) the Earth is round.

® The Past Continuous does not usually change.

- Direct speech “| was travelling to Brighton while she was flying to the USA," he said.

' Reported speech He said he was travelling to Brighton while she was flying to the USA.
e (Certain modal verbs do not change in Reported speech. These are: would, could,
might, should, ought to.

' Direct speech “He might visit us,” Mum said.

Reported speech  Mum said (that) he might visit us.
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@ Reported Speech

. Report what the guests said at a wedding last Saturday.
— i /3 The bride and
(1 ;”’W’ I makf a 2 They're going to live in Brighton. groom are very
ovely couple. A nice young people.

Y )\ CIark:L

P' = NI >0 ' L P! ‘1Mrsdones
’MISS Moore_ N = : _f bl
;Li ' ln, 3 5 The GOUP’Gﬁ N | ArMiss Mayal!
tsh \_ parents look happy. p‘,( '
4 The bride s wearing W l {L I'6 The bride’s father has

_beautiful wedding dress,

bought them a big flat. A

B e o

Miss Moore 22id .(that) they. wauld make a lovely.couple...........c.ovvvvnn...
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. Rewrite the following sentences in reported speech.

1 “New Year's Eve is always on December 31st,” she said.
She. said (that) New Year's Eve.is always.on December 3lst,. . .............

2 “The children are riding their bikes,” Jennifer said to me.

.............................................
.........................................

..................................................
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