BEHE | 1R (R

Introduction to Phonetics Lesson 1 Hello

(4) Brief summary of the rules for tone sandhi
(D) The third tone sandhi

When two third tone syllables are read aloud together, the first third tone changes to the

second tone.
V 4+ W — 4+

When a syllable with a third tone appears before the first, second, fourth, and most of the

neutral tones, it is read aloud only as a half third tone.

v+ # — -~

(2) The tone sandhi of “yi — (one)
yi + {2 — y'| + ’

W W

yit s~ —y+ o

B &4 3] Pronunciation Drills % .. .

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

ka ka
fei fei féi fei
shén shén shén shen
me
yi yi yi yl
bei béi bei
cha chd cha cha
2. Sound discrimination
bl —— pi dui—tui
ké ——gé shi (to be) —— ri (sun)
zhi —— chi zhong —— chong
kudi —— kud rn—-—ré
huan —— hudng gén —— géng
rou —— ruod dou (all) dud (many)

a

kaféi

shenme

yi béi chd
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3. Tone discrimination

ni

zhé —— zhe (this)

gudi —— guai

4. The neutral tone

ndinai
meimei

nimen

5. Third tone followed by other tones

Half third tone:

ldoshi
Faguod
kéle

ndinai

wo gége

Two third tones:

ni héo

6. The variations of the tone of * — (y1)”

shiyi

yi zha@ng
yi tai

yi bén
yi ge

7. Practice reading the disyllabic words
kaféi (coffee)
shénme (what)

HanyU (Chinese) ¢hi fan (to eat a meal)

16 -

ni

bébo

gege

women

haochi
ni dd
ni y&o
women

na guo ren

hén hdo

di-yi
yi bai
yl rén
yi b

yi kuai

hé chd (to drink tea)

yﬂfﬂ (grammar)

rang (to let)

shi (lion)

chéng —— cheng

popo
gugu

tamen

ni shuo
hén mang
wo mai
héo ma
ni baba

wo mai

yi l6u
yi zhi

lichd (green tea)
ddkai (o open)

yigong (altogether)

rdng (to shout)

shénshen

ni waipo

héngchd (black tea)
kdoshi (exam)

yishéng (whole life)
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=. iBEHIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

€ Ba shi dakai. Open your book. é‘, 10117 Q

& Kan kewén. Read the text.

© Dong le ma? Do you understand? / Have you got it?
@ Dong le. Yes, I do. / Yes, 1 have.

© Bu doéng. No, I don’t. / No, I haven’t.

4. ;X5 CHINESE CHARACTERS

iX £ H1i8 Knowledge about Chinese Characters

1. The origin of Chinese characters

Chinese characters originated from pictographs. From ancient times to the present, the
shapes of Chinese characters have undergone great changes. Modern Chinese characters are
square in shape. They evolved from ancient Chinese characters. For example:

Traditional | Simplified
Small Seal ' Character | Character
in Regular | in Regular

Script

Oracle
Pictograph Bone
Script

2. The basic strokes of Chinese characters

Chinese characters are composed of strokes with different shapes. The strokes of Chinese
characters are divided into basic strokes and compound strokes.
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—_—

I

]

s L/]

Nl

N

héng

shil

pié

na

ditin

ti

Basic strokes of Chinese characters

{one)

-+ shi

(ten)

s\ ba
(eight)
s\ ba
(eight)

s< liv
(six)

ﬁwﬁ

(I; me)

From left to right, like —

From top to bottom, like the 2nd stroke of -

From top right to bottom left, like the Ist stroke of /\

From top left to bottom right, like the 2nd stroke of /\

From top left downward right, like the 1st stroke of 75

From bottom left upward to top right, like the 4th stroke of J&

3. Basic rules for the stroke order and the way of writing Chinese characters

PR N R R R N N B w R ]

R I

FE o o W o Wk N ok M W MW

o e e e e o e e -

18 -

i
—_— -'I" , Horizontal before vertical
............... T
L]
/ 7\ : Downward left before downward right
_______________ W e e
Ll
4 F . From left to right
............... S AN R AR R AR A S
I
VARV AN /|\- , From top to bottom
_______________ S PN m s K iR P R e E s
]
N A . Outside before inside
............... B T A S e R A T ]
I
r] p_i'j @ ! First outside, next inside, then close
_______________ e FT I T TRy Tyt )
L]
] ] , Middle before left and right
I
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i\ 5 B & iXF Learn and Write the Basic Chinese Characters

(1) — _
= ma
yi one 1 stroke
5 T — = I
3 ——— ————
er two 2 strokes
(M= ~ == — =
| i '.!_3- _..}
san three 3 strokes —_— (— W
(4) 5% = oo e::wlﬁ&-q o
li Six 4 strokes g %

(5). /% P IN ’ ' ﬂ
ba eight 2 strokes :

" A
shi len 2 strokes T

H. SX{EIRR CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE

Chinese and Putonghuda (Mandarin)

Chinese is the primary language of the Chinese nation with a long history. It belongs to the
Sino-Tibetan family of languages. It is one of the languages with the longest history. According
to UNESCO statistics, currently about 1.6 billion people in the world can speak Chinese. The
extensive use of Chinese is second only to English in the world. Chinese is one of the six
official languages of the United Nations.

There are 56 ethnic groups in China, of which the Han, Hui, Man (Manchu), and some
other ethnic groups use Chinese, accounting for 94% of the Chinese population. Overseas,
many people in Chinese communities in Singapore, Malaysia, and some other countries also use
Chinese. Over one billion people worldwide use Chinese as their mother tongue.

The Chinese language is divided into seven main dialect regions, of which the northern
dialect region (also called the Mandarin dialect region) accounts for approximately three fourths
of the total area of China. The northern dialect speakers of Chinese account for two thirds of the
total population of China.
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Modern Standard Chinese is “plutonghua i " (literally the Common Speech,
known as Mandarin abroad). It is based on standard Beijing pronunciation, using northern
speech as the basic dialect and using the model writing of the modern vernacular works as the

norm for grammar.

BERIE Fun with Chinese

Tongue Twisters

Si shisi, shishishi, shisishi shisi, sishi shi sishi.

lL.EAxm, TXxT, THATE, 9tiAaf
Mama gi md, maman, mama ma ma.
LA S B 1%, 4545 8 5

Chi pltao bu ti  pltaopir, b chi putoo dao ti  pataopir,
3. 7€ W) # Rk i) H AL, KL & 45wk W) AL

(3]

(1) Four is four; ten is ten; fourteen is fourteen; forty is forty.
(2) Mom rode a horse; the horse was slow, (so) Mom cursed the horse.
(3) When eating grapes, don’t spit out the grape skins.

When not eating grapes, spit out the grape skins.

——— _.__./-- — e aanil “——'—"rh ________f_'_'_"" — _—fd___*ﬁ .
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After studying this lesson, you will have leamed almost all the initials, finals, and tones
in Chinese. You should also be able to pronounce dll of the syllables, recognize and write
the eight new Chinese characters, and say many useful words and phrases. Perhaps you
have already realized that it is quite inferesting to learn to speak Chinese and write Chinese
characters. Although it could be a little strange at the beginning, studying Chinese is not
difficult at all as long as you use the corect method as suggested in this book. You stil
have lots of time and many opportunities to continue fo improve your pronunciation in
Mandarin and write Chinese characters.

o> 185 WARM-UP &

The Chinese words below are transliterations based on English pronunciations. Try to read
aloud these words and guess what they mean.

kafei qgidokeli hanbdobdo kéle
(1) whoff (2) 35 8.5 (3) X1EQ (4) TR

o —EB4 PART ONE -

—. X TEXT

(—) é 1-02-01 .

Kéyi jinlai ma?
A: AR B7
Qing jin.
B: ‘i‘% iﬁ-‘_

A: May I come in?
B: Please come in.
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(Z) <} o

Qing hé cha.
A: W R R

Xiexie.
B: il

Bu keqi.
A: ~ &4

A: Have some tea, please.
B: Thank you.
A You are welcome,

Communication activity

Following what you see in the pictures, split into groups of two, with one acting as the
guest and the other acting as the host.

)

—. iB8 PHONETICS

iEE 518 Knowledge about Phonetics

(1) Initials: |, g, and x

The initials j, g, and x are voiceless palatal affricates.
22 -
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When pronouncing j and g, first raise the tongue to the hard palate and press the tip of the
tongue against the back of the lower teeth, and then loosen the tongue to let the air squeeze out.

The initial | is unaspirated while q is aspirated. When pronouncing g, the airflow is very
strong.

When pronouncing x, first raise the front of the tongue toward (but not touching) the hard
palate and then let the air squeeze out. The vocal cords do not vibrate.

Note:

The only finals that can be combined with j, g, and x are the single finals | and u, as well as
the compound finals that start with i or U.

(2) Finals: iq, ie, iao, iou, ian, in, iang, ing, Ue, Uan, Un and iong

In the finals that start with i or U, the primary vowel is the sound after i or U (e.g., io and
tie). The final i or U glides over to the primary vowel. If there is another vowel (e.g., iao and
iou) or a nasal sound (e.g., ian, iang, and iong) after the primary vowel, the secondary vowel or
the nasal sound is pronounced lightly.

& & % =] Pronunciation Drills D i M

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

jin jin jin

lGi |cii jinlai
qing qing ging qing ging jin
xié xie xie xie xieéxie
ke ke ke ke
qi qi qi qi keqi

2. Sound discrimination

ji (chicken) qi (seven) jiGo (to teach) gido (to knock)
jué (1o feel) —— xué (to study) qing (please) xing (to wake up)
yue (moon) ye (night) jiGo (foot) —— jil (nine)

j'|n (to come in) jing (quiet) gidn (money) quan (all)
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3. Tone discrimination

Xidt (down) Xi@ (shrimp)
xin (heart) —— xin (letter)
xifio (small) —— xi@10 (to laugh)

4, Combination of tones

-+ - -+ -

kaféi Zhonggud
yishéng hé cha

,+ " ........... ’+ , .........
tushi changchang
(books) (often)

chénggong yinhang

(success) (bank)

shui (water) shui (who)

ling (zero) [ing (to lead)

juf]n (to donate) juE]n (to roll)

-+ v -+~ -+ o
heiban shéngdico tamen
shénti chi fan gége

P il A # + o
nidndi lili pengyou
(milk) (fluent) {friend)
pinggud chidao yéye
(apple) (late) {grandpa)

5. Practice reading the disyllabic words

yuyan Xxueyuan xuexi xuésheng
(language) (institute) (to study) (student)
xthuan jidosha péngyou yueliang

(1o like) (to teach) (friend) (moon)

qishui Yinggud gaoxing Xiuxi

(soda water) (United Kingdom) (happy) (to have a break)

@ Téngxuémen hdao!
@ Qing kan sha.

@ Qing da shéng du.
O Xiake.

[1]  *." here represents the neutral tone.

24 -

=. REMEIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

Hello, everyone! (Teacher to students) ‘é -
Please read your book.

Please read aloud. m

The class is over. "
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Introduction to Fhonetics Lesson 2 Thank you

& B &% PART TWO -

—. BN TEXT

( = ) é! 1-02-05
Qingwen, Chén ldoshi zai ma?
Ar iFEl, FROEIF A7

Zai. / Bu zai.
B: . /R E

A: Excuse me, is Teacher Chen in?
B: Yes, she is. / No, she isn’t.

Zaijian!
A: B!

Zaijian!
B: #FWL!
A: Goodbye.
B: Goodbye.

Communication activity

In groups of two, act according to the pictures,

(1) {2)
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—. i85 PHONETICS

EE M2 Knowledge about Phonetics

(1) Initials: z, c, and s

The pronunciation of z is similar to “ds™ as in the English word “goods™, except that the

vocal cords do not vibrate,

The pronunciation of ¢ is similar to “ts™ as in the English word “cats™ and is aspirated.

When pronouncing s, you put the tip of your tongue close to your teeth and squeeze out

your breath. It sounds close to s™ in the English word “sweet™.

Note:

The pronunciations of z and zh are unaspirated while ¢ and ch are aspirated.

(2) The final: -i [1]

When pronouncing the syllables zi, ci, and si, the tongue remains in the same position from

beginning to end.

&4 3] Pronunciation Drills

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

zi ci si

qing aing qing qing
wen wen weén wen
Zud Zuo zud Zuod
2qi zdi zdi
jian jién jian

2. Sound discrimination

24i (at) cdi (vegetable)

200 (early) —— zhdo (1o leok for)
of (word) chi (late)

si (four) shi (to be)

26 »

‘é! 1-02-07 m

gingwen
ging zuo
zai ma

zaijidn

ZU (to rent) —— ¢ (thick)

zU (foot) zht (bamboo)

cun (village) chin (spring)

san (three) shdn (mountain)
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3. Tone discrimination

Zi (character)

21 (son) 2ud (yesterday) —— zuo (to sit)

ci (word) —— ¢f (this) can (meal) cdn (silkworm)

si (four) si (silk) sui (to follow) sui (to break into picces)

4. Combination of tones

v ot - v + v + W WOt W + o
IGoshi yuydan kéyi qing jin women
Beijing ltxing yufa kaoshi jigjie
(Beijing) (to travel) (grammar) (exam) (elder sister)
R ~ + 2 ~ + v L o Y L ol
di-yT (first) wdipo Hanyd guixing meimei
mianbdo lianxi baozhi zhuyi keqi
(bread) (exercise) (newspaper) (to pay attention to)

5. Practice reading the disyllabic words

si céng (fourth floor) shi céng (tenth floor) susheé (dormitory) césud (toilet)
mingzi (name) Hdéinzi (Chinese character) zuoye (homework) Ziji (oneself)
zdoshang (moming) xiawu (afternoon) zdi jia (at home) zdijian

=. REMIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

© Ting wo nian. Listen to me read aloud. ‘é 10208
& W shud, nimen ting. I'll speak, and you listen.
© Qing ni nian shéngci. Please read the new words aloud. @
© Qing ni xié Hanzi, Please write the Chinese characters.
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