GAPPED TEXT

You will read an article about going clothes shopping. Six sentences have been removed.

Choose from sentences A — G the one which fits each gap (1 — 6). There is one extra sentence

which you do not need to use.

Why | hate shopping

Football does it to some people. For others it’s
home improvements. But in my case, when
the conversation turns to clothes shopping, my
eyes glaze over and | start staring into space,
thinking of a hundred and one other topics I'd
rather be discussing. Like football, or home
improvements.

I've always detested shopping for clothes, ever
since the days when | used to get dragged
around the town by my mother to hunt down a
new pair of school trousers, summer sandals or
a winter coat.[1] |Believe me, I've tried many
times to enjoy the whole shopping experience,
but there are just too many reasons to hate it.

The first obstacles to overcome are the sales
assistants. | can never seem to get rid of them.
They are impatient for a sale, hungry for
commission, and | feel pressured into trying
things on | know I’'m not going to like. It’s almost
a relief to get to the changing room — perhaps
they’ll find someone else to bother now.[2] |
It’s hot, it's cramped and there’s nowhere to sit
and nowhere to hang anything up, so the floor
becomes a mess of clothing. Loud background
music adds to the confusion and | break into a
sweat.

Feeling claustrophobic now, | work quickly
to put an end to my suffering. But it’s never
straightforward. [3[ | Trousers are the worst.
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Right waist, wrong length. Right length, wrong
cut. So | hurriedly put my own clothes back on
and head off in search of my size, careful to
avoid any assistants as | do so.

When | do find something I’'m more or less
satisfied with, | often have to leave it in the shop
for a week to have it shortened, lengthened,
taken in or let out. And when | go to pick it

up, | wonder what on earth led me to buy it

in the first place. It makes it difficult to
appreciate the true ¢olour of the garment, and
you can never really know for certain what
you've bought until you get it outside in the
street.

Part of my problem in all this, | suppose, is that |
just can’t get excited about clothes. [5 | can
wear the same baggy old T-shirt for days on end,
or at least until | have to change it for reasons

of hygiene. So why would | put myself through
the torture of shopping unless it were absolutely
unavoidable?

But there is an alternative. | have just taken
delivery of a pair of trousers for work, which

| ordered online. It’s the first time I've bought
clothes on the Internet — and it probably won't
be the last.[6 Importantly, | don’t have to
suffer all the hassle of crowded stores, pushy
shop assistants, tiny changing rooms and
deafening music to do this. A simple trip to the
post office is all that’s needed. Now that’s a
shopping experience I'm happy to go through.

A They don'’t fit, it's true, but I can easily return them and ask lor a larger size.

B I'm not bothered if I look scrufly, as long as 1 feel comfortable.

C Things don’t get any better there, though.

D At last they move away and leave me to look around in peace.

E The shop’s fluorescent lighting is sometimes to blame lor this.

F Why is it that nothing ever fits on the first attempt?

G Now I shop alone, but my heart still sinks when I have to buy new shoes or replace a
favourite pair of jeans that have finally fallen apart.
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