Task 1684

Match the headings 1-8 to the texts A-G. There is one heading you don’t need to use.

@& Extra Training | Reading

1. From a holiday to a sport 5. Music from every corner of the world
2. Diving into history 6. Famous religious celebrations

3. Animal races and shows 7. See them fly

4. From pig to pork 8. Perfect time for a picnic

A. Diwali is a five-day festival that is celebrated in October or November, depending on the cycle of the
moon. It represents the start of the Hindu New Year and honors the victory of good over evil, and
brightness over darkness. It also marks the start of winter. Diwali is actually celebrated in honor of
Lord Rama and his wife Sita. One of the best places to experience Diwali is in the «pink city» of
Jaipur, in Rajasthan. Each year there's a competition for the best decorated and most brilliantly lit
up market that attracts visitors from all over India.

B. The Blossom Kite Festival, previously named the Smithsonian Kite Festival, is an annual event that
is traditionally a part of the festivities at the National Cherry Blossom Festival on the National Mall
in Washington, DC. Kite enthusiasts show off their stunt skills and compete for awards in over 36
categories including aerodynamics and beauty. The Kite Festival is one of the most popular annual
events in Washington, DC and features kite fliers from across the U.S. and the world.

C. The annual Ostrich Festival has been recognized as one of the «Top 10 Unique Festivals in the
United States» with its lanky ostriches, multiple entertainment bands and many special gift and
food vendors. It is truly a unique festival, and suitable for the entire family. The Festival usually
holds Ostrich Races, an Exotic Zoo, Pig Races, a Sea Lion Show, a Hot Rod Show, Amateur Boxing
and a Thrill Circus.

D. Iceland's Viking Festival takes place in mid-June every year and lasts 6 days, no matter what the
weather in Iceland may be. It's one of the most popular annual events in Iceland where you can see
Viking-style costumes, musical instruments, jewellery and crafts at the Viking Village. Visitors at
the Viking Festival see sword fighting by professional Vikings and demonstrations of marksmanship
with bows and muscle power. They can listen to Viking songs and lectures at the festival, or grab a
bite at the Viking Restaurant nearby.

E. Dragon Boat Festival is one of the major holidays in Chinese culture. This summer festival was
originally a time to ward off bad spirits, but now it is a celebration of the life of Qu Yuan, who was
a Chinese poet of ancient period. Dragon boat festival has been an important holiday for centuries
for Chinese culture, but in recent years dragon boat racing has become an international sport.

F. The Mangalica Festival is held in early February at Vajdahunyad Castle in Budapest. It offers the
opportunity to experience Hungarian food, music, and other aspects of Hungarian culture. The
festival is named for a furry pig indigenous to the region of Hungary and the Balkans. A mangalica
is a breed of pig recognizable by its curly hair and known for its fatty flesh. Sausage, cheese and
other dishes made with pork can be sampled at the festival.

G. Hanami is an important Japanese custom and is held all over Japan in spring. Hanami literally
means «viewing flowers», but now it is a cherry blossom viewing. The origin of hanami dates back to
more than one thousand years ago when aristocrats enjoyed looking at beautiful cherry blossoms
and wrote poems. Nowadays, people in Japan have fun viewing cherry blossoms, drinking and
eating. People bring home-cooked meals, do BBQ, or buy takeout food for hanami.
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