I've just started at a new school and
there’s a group of people | hang out
with. We have a laugh together, but it
bothers me when they say that only
‘'sad’ people study a lot. Last week they
teased me when | got good marks in a history test. I'm not
sure if | like that. Lauren

Hey, Lauren,

0K, well this is a slightly annoying
situation, isn't it? But quite common,
IMO. Let's think. What could you do?
For a start you should probably ask
these people why it's ‘sad’ to do well. They might be
having problems with some of the work. Hey — you could
even offer to help them. What do you reckon?

What else? Are you meeting a lot of new people at the
moment? | bet that there are LOADS of other people that
you can be friends with if you want. Just be yourself, ‘cos
then | can guarantee that people will respect you. If you
like studying, that’s cool. You're obviously popular and
you don't have to change who you are.

And one more thing. You did the right thing asking for
advice. It's never a bad idea to talk to other people about
It. Like they say, ‘a problem shared is a problem halved’.
Anyway, good luck and | hope that things work out for

you. ® Kim
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