Headline (What

the story Is about

In a first, Kerala temple introduces mechanical elephant for
performing rituals

Supporting event 3

Shibimol KG, Indiatoday, Thrissur, Feb 27, 2023 07:19 IST

Supporting event 1

In a first, the Irinjadappilly Sri Krishna Temple in Kerala's
Thrissur district used a mechanical, life-like elephant for
performing rituals

Lead (what is the
main event and
how is the setting)

On Sunday, Irinjadappilly Raman's "Nadayiruthal" (a
ceremony to offer the elephants to Gods) was conducted.
The elephant was gifted to the temple by PETA India with the
support of actor Parvathy Thiruvothu.

Attribution (when
or where is the
story covered?)

The iconic life-like mechanical elephant, named Irinjadapilly
Raman, is 10-and-a half feet in height while 800 kg is the
weight. It can carry around 4 people. The elephant's head,
eyes, mouth, ears and tail all work on electricity.

Supporting event 4

Following a call taken by the temple to never keep or hire
elephants or any other animals for rituals, festivities, or any
other purpose, PETA India came up with the robotic
elephant. It requested all venues and events using elephants
to switch to life-like mechanical elephants or other means in
place of real elephants.

Supporting event 2

PETA India, in a statement, said, "The frustration of captivity
leads elephants to develop and display abnormal behavior.
At their wit's end, frustrated elephants often snap and try to
break free, running amok and so harming humans, other
animals, and property. According to figures compiled by the
Heritage Animal Task Force, captive elephants killed 526
people in Kerala in a 15-year period. The chikkattukawvu
Ramachandran, who has been held captive for about 40
years and is one of the most often used elephants in Kerala's
festival circuit, has reportedly killed 13 individuals- six
mahouts, four women, and three elephants”.

Background (What
is the past event
related to the

story)

Kerala's temple festivities are often considered incomplete
without elephants. But the temple authorities of the
Irinjadappilly Sri Krishna Temple hope to see other temples
also replacing live elephants for performing rituals.
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