TOEFL iBT® Prep Course WRITING SAMPLE PRACTICE

Writing Practice Set 2
Directions: Read the following text and take notes. You have 3 minutes.
Then_ listen to part of a lecture on the same topic and_take notes,
= You have 20 minutes to plan, write and revise your 250-300 words essay.
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Television has influenced society in many ways since its invention
in the early 19005, and now new studies are showing that
educational television shows have a positive effect on children’s
development. There are several reasons why this s true.

First, watching a few hours of educational programming a
week has been proven to boost children’s test scores. Researchers
found that in a group of 200 preschool-age children, those who
watched educational programs had higher reading, vocabulary,
and math scores than those who did not. Another study showed
that educational programs assist in language acquisition by helping
infants and toddlers develop speech more quickly.

Furthermore, watching educational television programs
together can be an important bonding activity for families.
Current studies continue to demonstrate the importance of family
bonding time in creating emotionally healthy and well-adjusted
children. Family bonding is linked to higher rates of academic
success. In addition, research shows that it also promotes increased
physical health, as well as a healthy ability to relate to others.

Finally, there are a wide variety of excellent educational
programs available, and the quality of these programs is closely
monitored. Governments in several countries have passed laws
and regulations to ensure that educational programming meets
certain standards of excellence. The regulations set by these
laws are enforced, and program producers must adhere to them.
Therefore, it's guaranteed that children are exposed to only the
highest quality of television programming.
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Directions: You have 20 minutes to prepare, write, and revise
your response. Your essay will be graded based on your ability to
communicate clearly through writing and on how well your essay
demonstrates the relationship between the points in the lecture

and those in the reading. An effective response usually contains
150-225 words.

Question: Summarize the points made in

the lecture, being sure to explain how they
cast doubt on the points made in the reading
passage.
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