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The heroes of our story were conceived
in this oil refinery. (& The plastic in their
bodies wns formed by demically bonding ol md gus
molecules  together o ke wmonomers. In turm,  fhese
monomiers were bonded into long polymer dwins fo nuke
plastic i the form of wmillions of pellets, Those were
melted at mamifachoing plants and reformed in molds fo
crenfe the resilient nuterial that nules up the Iriplets'
todies) Machines filled the bottles with

sweet bubbly liquid and they were then
, shipped, bought, opened,

, and  unceremoniously

. And now here they lie,

poised at the edge of the unknown.
Bottle one, like hundreds of millions of
tons of his plastic brethren, ends up in a
. This huge dump expands
each day as more comes
in and continues to take up space. As
plastics sit there being compressed
amongst layers of other junk, rainwater
flows through the waste and absorbs the
water-soluble compounds it contains, and

some of those are highly

Together, they a harmful

stew called leachate, which can move
into groundwater, soil, and streams,
poisoning and harming

. It can bottle

one an agonizing 1,000 years to decompose.
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* Vocabulary Review
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discarded outcome impact fate
consume end up expand
absorb compound toxic poison

compressed

origin
flow

decompose

1. BHOH /BH/ WALE| Ch(A| 7| O

2. a final product or end result; consequence:

3. (B) =24, &&= 8= (3) g8 [EE.sH1:

4. (&) B0, E57IH[&320/IH], 222 (B) E&

5. A@BICH, AH|BICH, AL, YCHORAIC):

6. (5) S5A171H, S5, LGA17|H (B) =, 526

8. &451C}, YOLSO|Ct, WoLSO| Tt
9. £l [SL]=| .

10. to become eventually; turn out to be:

11. ||_r I__!liir % I.r EHAOH:

12. E[YE, 2,

13. (&) /a4 FH (B) 3 34, 5=

7. affected with, or caused by a poison, having the effect of a poison; poisonous:

14. dumped, thrown away, junked, abandoned:
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