HOMEWORK_UNIT 1_READING
I. Fill in the gap with one word from the box.

artisans skillful handicraft_ completely
long-standing souvenirs____ where set

I’ve just been back from my vacation in Hanoi, Vietnam. In this trip, | had a chance to visit some
(1) villages that produce the finest craft works exported over the world.

The very first place I (2) foot on was Van Phuc silk village, the

cradle of best silk in Vietnam once. | totally fall in love with many colourful clothes, hats, bags, tie...
made of authentic silk. Then, | moved on to Bat Trang ceramic village, the most famous and (3)_
pottery village in Vietnam with a nearly 1,000 years old historic development. Here, [

visited a small family factory to see how the (4) form, paint and glaze with

unique products and have a chance to practice my talent with wet clay and a mould. Afternoon, |
continued to visit Dong Ho folk painting village, (5) the traditional woodblock
paintings are preserved. | was completely impressed by the folk paintings made by the local (6)

artisans with natural materials and colors. Each painting is (7) handmade

on paper of the Dzo tree and is coloured with other natural materials and its glittery surface is
finished with oyster shell dust.

I took home a lot of handmade (8) which were later given to my family and
friends.

I1. Read the text and decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).
Symbolic Meaning of Matryoshka

Everyone knows that a Matryoshka is a nesting doll. It is a set of typically seven wooden dolls of
decreasing sizes that all fit inside of each other, one by one. Each stacking doll splits in half at the
midsection and opens to reveal another smaller doll nested within. Each Matryoshka is handmade, for
this reason, it is unique: you cannot find two Matryoshka identical.

Matryoshka is made by different dolls. The biggest doll is called “mother”, the smallest one is
called seed. Originally, the biggest doll represents a strong female matriarch who is the main symbol

of the Russian family. In itself, the doll fits inside little dolls which represent daughters and sons. For
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this reason, Matryoshka represents fertility and motherhood.

The Matryoshka is also the symbol of Russia: the big doll represents Russia mother, and in itself
she hosts children, women, men, but also feelings like pain, happiness, joy. It is a mother who can host
all these things. Matryoshka can represent also our life: we are like a big doll with other dolls inside
which represent our stories, relationships, experiences. We are one person with different experiences.
The seed represents our soul which is innocent and it is the real essence of ourselves.

1. Russian doll matryoshka is composed of dolls of different sizes fitting into each other. True / False
2. It is true that you can find two Matryoshka identical. True / False

3. Matryoshka is a symbol of motherhood and fertility of nature. True / False

4. The biggest doll represents a powerful woman in a family. True / False

5. Matryoshka shows the role of members in a family. True / False

6. Dolls inside the Matryoshka depict different aspects of human life, such as our stories, relationships
and experience. True / False

7. The seed, the smallest doll, represents the purity of childhood and our nature. True / False
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