READING

Task 1

Read the article and choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.
11 In the first paragraph, what is the writer’s main point about the school?
A Its policy on technology is going against a trend.
B Its teachers dislike the use of technology in class.
€ Parents should be involved in decisions it makes.
D Students like to conform to its rules.
12 What is James Bishop doing in paragraph 2?
A explaining the effect of too much technology on children
B justifying the schoal's approach to technology
€ describing the school’s policy on use of the internet
D illustrating the kind of problems technology can cause
13 What does 'it’ refer to in line 357
A their tablet
B social media
€ thestudy
D disruptive behaviour
14 In paragraph 4, what does the internet is ‘out of bounds’ mean?
A its use is partially restricted
B it's part of a package of rules
C it’s banned completely
D it's a useful tool for some people

15 What do Ann and Isobel disagree on about the ban on technology in paragraph 57
A It has reduced social pressure to conform.
B It causes problems with friends from other schools.
C It has made her more creative.
D It can be difficult to accept at times,
16 What is Richard's attitude towards the school's policy for his children?
A He regrets his children’s lack of technical expertise.
B He is unconvinced that they are benefiting from their general education.
€ He is not concerned about the range of general skills they will need in future,
D He understands that technology is moving too quickly for them to keep up.

Task 2

Read the article again and answer the questions in your own words.

17 Explain the meaning of ‘passive consumers’ as used in paragraph 2.

18 In your own words, summarise the arguments against the extensive use of electronic devices and social media made in
paragraph 3.

19 Do you agree that anything children are taught now about technology will be out of date by the time they leave school?
Give reasons for your answer.
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The no-tech school that is getting results

These days, it is commonplace to hear about schools 40
investing heavily in technology and even having
‘cyber-school’ days, when pupils work remotely from
home using their computers. But one school has
bravely rejected the use of technology for its pupils. At
aschool in the north of England, pupils aren't allowed 45
to use smartphones or computers and they can’t watch
TV at home even during the holidays. In the school,
there are no iPads, no smartphones and no television
screens. Parents who choose to send their children to
this fee-paying school have to follow the same strict
programme at home, with no television, computers or

films, both during term-time and during holidays.

50

The school opened in 2011. It charges high annual
fees so it is only for families with money, and it is
taking advantage of recent doubts about how much
using technology in schools promotes learning. James
Bishop, who is chair of the school board of directors,
explained the ban on technology as a way to give
children the space to grow. He believes children today

33

can rely too much on technology and television &0
feeding them stimnulation rather than learning to create
their own activities and entertainment. Therefore, the
aim of the school is to encourage creativity so that the
children are active creators not passive consumers. In
September 2015, a global study found that schools that 65
had spent a lot of money on computers and technology
did not have improved results. In fact, the exact

opposite was the case.

Another study revealed children are too busy playing
games on their tablets to spend time in the sun 70
during holidays, which could have negative effects on
their physical health. Other reports highlighted the
potentially negative effect of social media, with one
finding that nearly a quarter of students were on it at
night, thus reducing the hours spent asleep. There is
also a concern that allowing students to use mobile
phones and iPads in the classroom leads to distuptive
behaviour and poor concentration.
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The school is against the use of all forms of electronics
by small children and only gradual integration in
adolescence. Many parents accept that following this
edict means an agreement on their part to reduce

the use of screen time at home. According to scheol
rules, children are not allowed to watch television

at all before they are twelve, when they can watch
documentaries that have been viewed and approved
by their parents. Films are banned until fourteen and
the internet is out of bounds for anyone under sixteen.
Following these require great commitment on the part
of all concerned.

Ann Springer, whose daughter Isobel, eleven, joined
the school two years ago, believes the ban asks a lot of
both parents and children. But she has no doubts that
it is worth the effort. In her view, reduced exposure

to screens has resulted in less social pressure on Isobel
to be like other children and behave in certain ways.
Isobel, herself, says she was ‘a bit annoyed’ when she
found out about the no-technology rules and that she
sometimes hinds it dithcult when she plays with her
friends who go to other schools, which stresses her out.
She reports that it can be a problem that she can't share
viewing experiences with her friends and can’t join in
conversations based on what they have seen and heard.
But she claims the no-technology rule has resulted in
her having a better imagination.

Another parent, Richard Atkins, who works in IT,
enrolled his two children in the school after seeing

a friend’s children do really well at a similar school
without new technology. He says both he and his wife
completely approve of technology on condition it is
age-appropriate as it is detrimental if it is introduced
too soon. When asked if he, especially as someone
employed in the technology industry, is worried he is
taking away the opportunity for his children to learn
important skills for a digital future, his response is
unconcerned. ‘Technology is growing and developing
at a huge rate, so the future is likely to see this accelerate
even further. Anything we teach our children now will
be out of date very soon indeed.’
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Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs Choose the correct words to complete the sentences,

in brackets.

1 My brothers Paul and Alan ... e, Blweays
[pla\,'] mmputer game-s

1 Mrs Carter WE A EEd SN AN baE LT e T e TR PR

" (teach) at our school
since 2016.
- ol o _(work) in a café in California this 8

sum mer but there were fires so | couldn’t 0.

4 Here's the plan-we _____ .. [go) to book the

holiday in Mexico ﬁrst After that' we can surprise Dad with
the news!

9

5 Inthree years time, it's likely thatyou ... . .
(study) at university.

Read the article and decide which answer (A, B or C) best
fits each gap.

I'm not too keen an English tea. It tastes much worse |
much worser than tea in my country.

I don’t want to be a waiter when | finish school. Waiters
don't earn too much money / enough money for me to
achieve my dream.

Several | Plenty students in my class are hoping to travel
abroad this summer.

When you're a vet you have to be good at caring for each /
many animal that you see.

10 | love writing about cycling on my blog. The sense [ Sense

of achievement it gives me is great.

Complete the sentences with these words.

down high responsible sympathetic thrilled

My interests

What job will you do in the future? | wanted to be

an astronaut when | was ten, but now I'm (11) ___

older that's changed. I'm hoping to become a sports
instructor because | love exercising in the gym and
outdoors. Of course, if you are (12) ____my brother

Jack, who spends most of his time in front of his
computer, then you are (13) __  to want to stay indoors.
Sometimes we play interactive computer games in front
of the television and pretend we're skiing or playing
football. If you are an outdoors sort of person that

can't drive, then there are (14) ____places better than
your local park or gym. Or how about persuading some
of your family to go for a long walk? You don't have

16 Going to the Ice Hotel inSwedenis ... ..
on my list of places to visit in the wcrkd

17 My cousinis _ o Jor ensuring the
customers have Em:)ugh to eat and drink at the restaurant
where she works.

18 The tour gquide was very s ..when I said
| was feeling ill. He arranged for meto sit quuetly at a café
while the rest of the group continued with the tour,

19 Kelly was . in the dumps yesterday
when | saw her as she'd failed her history exam.

20 You can imagine how | was when | found out
I'd won a trip to New York. I'm so excited = | can't wait!

Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.

21 Some people are petrified at [ of | over [ on the dark. My
friend Faisal didn’t like it when we went on a night walk on

to live in the country to do this. You can (15) _ . _walk
thousands of steps in the city!
11 A many B more € much
12 A as lazy as B lazier C laziest
13 A likelier B more likely C likeliest
14 A afew B few C fewest
15 A more easier B theeasier C easily

holiday.

22 it's best to tell your boss something is wrong at the first
time / sign / impact / happening of trouble.

23 My teacher insists in / at / on / up us being on time. He
doesn‘t like it when we are late for class.

24 It’s good to have control from | over [ under { out your
own time - I'd like to work for myself when | leave school.

25 Employers like people who can manage [ rely [ cope /
benefit with change. Things never stay the same for ever!
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Complete with: more - the - better - few - lot

Which job?

In my school, our teachers often talk about

(26) ... future and what we will do when we
are older. Sometimes, they ask someone’s mum or dad
to come and talk to us about their job. Most of us have
an idea of what we want to do, buta 27) ___.
students don‘t know this. So it's great to hear about
different jobs. Astrid’s dad is an engineer and he came
and gave a presentation about his job last week. He told
us about the exams you need to do to work in airports
orina(28) _..........of placeswhere engineers
work. I'm not at all keen on the idea of working as an
engineer as I'm hopeless at maths and science. I'm much
(29)..... ...at art and music and | enjoy working
ina much {3 | ... Ccreative way. | never run
out of ideas! I'm huplng to work in an art gallery or
possibly even the music industry when | leave school.

Complete the second sentence so that that is has a similar meaning to the first sentence using the word given.
Do not change the word given. Use between two and five words.

31 | planned to fly to Paris at the weekend, but the flight was cancelled.
DUE
| it o emirsoses e i bt st st enssnneis e s P TS 2t the weekend, but the flight was cancelled.
32 |'ve never had such an exciting feeling.
EVER
That'sthe ... casanast B
33 Tina arrived late so she du:ln t see the start nf the plav,.l
TOO
Tina arrived _ s s WG SLATE OF the play.
34 Lisa got that Iaptnp when she was fourteen
HAS
Lisa _ o She was fourteen years old.
35 Delwen ng newspapers is Iess bormg than | thought |t would be.
AS
Delivering newspapers . ...
36 It's necessary to be very energetic tn he a dancer
DEAL
Youneed, ... .. " i 1O b @ dancer.
Read the artlcle arld decide whlch answer [A B C or D) best fits eac h gap.

.. thought it would be.

Memorable fravel experiences

When | finish university, | want to be a tour guide. I'd like to help people (37) _ . _ thair goal, which could be reaching the
(38) .. ._of a mountain or trying (39) _ . going on a zip wire for the first fime. Mass tourism can lead to tour operators
taking tourists to the most well-known attractions, but that doesn't appeal (40) . _ everyone. Experiences such as
swimming with dolphins or staying with a local family to discover their traditions is (41) ____ on some people’ lists.
What about you? Would you like to be blown (42) ... by seeing the Northern Lights in Scandinavia or discovering the
lost city of Machu Picchu in Peru? Of course, sometimes the actual experience may not live up to your (43) _____ It might
be cloudy when you go to Sweden so you don't (44) .. seeing the fantastic green lights across the winter skies. It’s
good to have dreams, but you shouldn't insist on always realising them or you could end up being disappointed!

37 A realise B finish C get D achieve
38 A height B summit C bottom D point
I9A on B in C from D out
40A to B for Cat D of

41 A tall B above C high D wide
42 A away B over C with D up

43 A dreams B expectations C predictions D thoughts
44 A give up B
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