Matura bez problemu - zadania tekstowe 26
Przeczytaj fragment tekstu, a nastepnie wybierz odpowiedni tytutl dla kazdego akapitu.

A Living the life of a gladiator.
B Life and death on the Roman arena.

Ancient Roman gladiatorial combat was famed for its brutality and spectacle, with man and beast alike fighting for
glory, freedom and, ultimately, survival. Throughout the Roman Empire, gladiatorial combat was one of the most watched
and celebrated forms of popular entertainment. Men, women and animals shed each other’s blood in a fierce arena
where, more often than not, there were only ever two basic choices: to kill or be killed.

A From religious rituals to official feasts.
B Glorification of the victorious emperor.

Roman gladiatorial combat emerged in the 3rd century BC in Campania, southern Italy, as part of funeral practices,
with combat-simulated or not — put on as part of commemorations. It quickly evolved, growing in both stature and
lavishness with increasingly large celebrations. By the 1 century it peaked with the adoption of gladiatorial combat into
state-held games — extravagant, month-long celebrations put on for victories, coronations and religious dates. This
upscaling in the size of the events led to the creation of dedicated gladiatorial schools, where slaves, convicts and
prisoners were forced to fight.

A The way of a gladiator.
B Slavery in ancient Rome.

The gladiator schools were run by a school head who would acquire potential gladiators, then house and train them
over a series of months or even years. The school would then either lease or sell gladiators to the state or private families.
Nobles often invested in them and were encouraged to as it was seen as an acceptable business for the upper classes.
Interestingly, while it was deemed proper for the aristocracy to own gladiators, the heads of gladiatorial schools were
perceived as lowly members of society, with most referred to as nothing more than common slavers.

A The origins of the gladius - a gladiator’s sword.
B Variety for the show.

Gladiator training was equally complex. Far from each person solely being trained to fight with a simple sword and
shield, in fact individuals were categorized into a number of gladiatorial types, each differing in arms, apparel, armour,
accessories and technique. Indeed, records show that there were over 20 different kinds of gladiator, ranging from
retiarius net fighters, through to cestus fist-fighters and on to dimachaerus dual-weapon fighters, among many others.
Importantly, specific gladiators were paired against others of their same class, or those from one that complemented
them, the latter designed to provide greater entertainment.

A Mastery of the arena construction.
B Scenarios for the bloodthirsty crowd.

Upon arriving at an arena, gladiators were stored in cells near to or under the playing field. Here they could prepare
for their upcoming match, select their weapons at an armoury, and then be transported via a walkway or elevator to the
arena proper. Matches varied in complexity, ranging from straight gladiator-on-gladiator bouts, which could end in death
for the loser if so decreed by the crowd or emperor, gladiator-on-animal fights, or historically inspired team fights, where
groups of gladiators would attack each other as a part of war or battle re-enactment.

A More than a slave slaughter.
B The weight of the emperor’s thumb.

Importantly though, gladiatorial games did not simply involve gladiators fighting one another. On the contrary, a vast
array of events and activities were held within the arena, ranging from animal hunts to musical recitals, theatrical plays to
straight-out executions, announcements and raids into the arena by the emperor himself.
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