The Perfect Picture

By Armando Nieto

It was early in the spring about 15 years ago—a day of pale
sunlight and trees just beginning to bud. | was a young police
reporter, driving to a scene | didn't want to see. A man, the police
dispatcher’s broadcast said, had accidentally backed his pickup
truck over his baby granddaughter in the driveway of the family
home. It was a fatality.

As | parked among police cars and TV news cruisers, | saw a
stocky, white-haired man in cotton work clothes standing near a
pickup. Cameras were trained on him, and reporters were
sticking microphones in his face. Looking totally bewildered, he
was trying to answer their questions. Mostly he was only moving
his lips, blinking, and choking up.

After a while, the reporters gave up and followed the police into
the small white house. | can still picture that devastated old man
looking down at the place in the driveway where the child had
been. Beside the house was a freshly spaded flower bed and
nearby a pile of dark, rich earth.

. According to the short story answer True, False or
Doesn't say

1. This short story was made 20 years ago

Il.  According to the short story “The perfect Picture” answer
these questions.

1. Is there any police officer involved in the plot.

choose:True/False/Doesn't say
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