What is an opinion essay?

An opinion essay is an essay where the writer states an opinion about a topic and uses facts
and anecdotes to support that opinion.

Writing an opinion essay

When you write an opinion essay, you must say what you think about a topic and try to
convince the reader of your point of view on that topic.

To do that, you should first introduce the topic and state your opinion. Then, you should give
three reasons that support your view, and finally, you should write a conclusion where you
summarise your arguments and repeat your opinion using different words.

How to structure an opinion essay.
Paragraph 1: Introduction
In this paragraph, you present the writing topic and state your opinion.

A) How can you present the writing topic? You can capture your reader’s attention with a
good hook, for example, a rhetorical question, for example:

e Have you ever considered stopping eating meat?

You can also introduce the topic by restating the question or the title of the essay in your own
words, for example, if the title is: Playing computer games is a waste of time

you can restate the title essay in your own words like in the sentence below:

"Some people disapprove of computer games because they do not think they are
educational or useful.”

B) Then, state your opinion. Your opinion should be clear from the start of the essay.

Here you have to say if you agree or not with the question or the title of the essay. You can
agree, disagree or partially agree.

Check the two examples of paragraph 1 below.
TITLE - Top sports players are paid too much - Opinion: I disagree.

Example 1

Nowadays, top sportspeople, such as football players or basketball players, have huge
salaries, and this promotes a lot of debate. However, | don't think they earn too much. In
my opinion, their salaries are fair.

Example 2

How often have you heard a friend or a colleague complain about the excessive salaries of
professional sports players? But do they really earn too much? | don't think they earn too
much. I truly believe their salaries are fair.

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



Paragraphs 2 and 3 (or even 4): Body

In this section you have to support your opinion with reasons and examples. You must
include at least three reasons. Break it into several paragraphs. Write one paragraph for each
supporting reason. Don't forget to include examples or facts. Here is an example:

TITLE -Top sports players are paid too much - Opinion: I disagree.
As I disagree, my reasons and facts serve to support my opinion. This is my plan:

= Reason 1: Their careers are very short.
o Fact 1: their careers usually end in their 30’s.
o Fact 2: sometimes, they are even shorter because of injuries.
« Reason 2: They lose their privacy.
o Fact 1: Constantly followed by journalists and fans.
o Fact 2: Now, everyone uses their phones to take photos and publish them.

Check this example of paragraph number 2, developing Reason 1

Firstly, Despite all the money professional sports players earn every year, they work for
only a few years — they usually retire when they are in their thirties. In addition, many of
them have o retire earlier because they get injured and have to stop playing.
Paragraph 5: Conclusion

Summarise your ideas and repeat your opinion using different words.

Check this example of a conclusion:

To sum up, I believe top professional sports players have the salaries they
deserve because their careers are short and because during those years, their personal
lives are affected by their popularity.
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An example of an opinion essay with 2 reasons

TITLE: It is better to travel around your own country instead of going abroad on holiday.

| think that (1) it is wonderful to travel to different
countries and therefore (2) | completely disagree with
the idea that it is better to stay in your own country.

| feel very strongly (1) that we should visit as many

countries as possible. If we visit another

country we can learn a lot. We can learn about the
culture, we can meet the people and we can find out
about different ways of life. We can eat new food,

listen to a variety of music and learn about customs. We
can also [2) practise a foreign language.

Another reason for (3) visiting other countries is that it
is good for relations between countries. When we
know about people’s customs and culture we can
understand the people better. If people travel more

to other countries perhaps (1) there will be less fighting
in the world.

| think it is clear that (1) going abroad on holiday can
only be good for us and a/though (2) | love my own country
| would like to visit as many different countries as | can.

Another example of an opinion essay with 3 reasons

A2/Bl English learners should learn how

Tithe to write opinion essays.

Introduction Learning how to write an opinjon essay is o
imtreduce the  skill that English learners should develop as early as
topic. Sy if  possible. ln my opinion, A2/Bl English leorners

wou vorce or not —Should start_learving how to write simple opinion
" with the tile  ©5Says for the following reasons.

Eirst of all, A2/Bl students love to share their
opinions, For example, they often use expressions
such as “| agree” or | disagree’. Now, ft is time for
thewn to learn how to organize their ideas and

Body share them in written form.
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Finally, students will have to wiite a good

Frecessslt. ominion essay if they want to succeed in their
IELTS, TOEFL, CELPIP, or Cambridge tests.
I herefore, the soomer they develop this writing skill,
the more likely they are to succeed.
Conclusion To conclude, | think that A2/Bl learners are
¢ should be o —MOre-than ready to-learm-how teo write simple
curmmary of what  Opinion essays. If students leam the basics of
you wrate in the  WITLIMG an opinion essay at lower levels, ~they will
vody of gour 10 SEYuggle at higher levels or when taking
i proficiency test.
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EXERCISES before writing your opinion essay

Look at the essay and do the exercises to practise and improve your writing skills.

Are these points about Video games or Sports? Underline the correct subject.

1 You can play basketball, water-ski or dance in your own room. Video games Sports
2 You can play them outside in the fresh air. Video games Sports
3. It's the best way to stay physically fit and healthy. Video games Sports
4. You can play them even when the weather is bad. Video games Sports
b You can compete with people all over the world via the internet. Video games Sports

Are video games a good way to keep fit?

Nowadays, many teenagers have got video consoles at home and they
often like playing active video games. These are good for you for a
number of reasons.

First of all, acﬁve video games are a good way to keep fit.
There are lots of different types of exercise you can do such as
basketball, water-skiing and dance and, what's more, you can play them
in the comfort of your own home. [In my opinion| these games are fun
and interactive because you can play them with friends and, if you play
online, you don’t need to be in the same place as your friend to play.

In addition, you can play them whenever you want. [Some people think}
that it's better to do exercise outside in the fresh air. Although this is
true, it's actually difficult to play outside when it's raining or very hot so
video games are a good altemative.

To sum up, || believe that video games are a fun and social way to keep
fit. | think they are a good option when you can’t play outside and they
might encourage people to do more exercise.

Top Tips for writing

1. Write your essay in clear paragraphs. Use phrases like First of all In
additionand To sum up to start each paragraph.

2.| Express your own opinion using I think, In my opinion or I believe.
Mention other viewpoints with phrases like Some people think and say
whether you agree or disagree with them.
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1. Check your understanding: multiple selection|

Tick the six points which are mentioned in the essay.

1. There are a lot of different types of games.

2. Video games are fun to play with your friends.

3. Video games allow you to play many different sports.

4. You can compete with people all over the world via the internet.

5. Playing video games is the best way to stay physically fit and healthy.
6. It's better to do exercise outside in the fresh air.

7. You can play video games even when the weather is bad.

8. Playing sport is more intense exercise than playing video games.

2. Check your writing: matching — useful words and phrases]

Match the words and phrases that have the same meaning and write them below.

In addition, First of all, Nowadays, In fact,

In conclusion, | believe that | disagree that

Today, ...

Firstly, ...

Also, ...

I think that ...

I don't think that ...

Actually, ...

o L I

To sum up, ...
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