Le prétérit en BE +-ING
Observe les phrases suivantes:
e - What were you doing then?

- I wasn't working behind the bar, I was in the cellar.

e Plenty of people were chatting.

e I was looking for my keys in my handbag.

e The boss was having a drink at the club with Nasty Frankie.
Surligne 'auxiliaire et la terminaison du verbe.

FORMATION
On conjugue I'auxiliaire au ( / )
et on ajoute a la base verbale, que le verbe soit régulier ou irrégulier.
Forme affirmative: Sujet + / + Base verbale

- I was looking for my keys. - The boss was having a drink. - Plenty of people were chatting.

Forme négative: S + ¥ i + +

- I was not working behind the bar.

Forme interrogative: (Wh? + ¥ +Sujet + ?

- What were you doing?

EMPLOI
On emploie de prétérit BE + V-ing pour expliquer les circonstances dans lesquelles les
événements se sont déroulés, pour décrire une situation dans laquelle un sujet se trouvait,
pour la commenter.

People were coming out of the club.
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Mr Costjllo died
Exercice:
Look at the scene: imagine what people were doing when you entered the room.

(= Explique ce que les gens étaient en train de faire quand tu es entré(e) dans la piéce)

When I entered the club, ...







