The Thames Tunnel was a tunnel built under the River Thames in London. It was the first subaqueous tunnel ever buill
and many believed it was the Eighth Wonder of the World at the time it was opened. It was opened in 1843 to
pedestrians only and people came from far and wide to see the marvel. The day it was first opened, it attracted fifth
thousand people to enter the tunnel and walk its length of almost 400 metres. The Thames Tunnel was used by people
from all classes. The working class used it for its functional use of crossing from one side of the river to another, while for
the middle classes and upper classes, it was a tourist experience. In the age of sail and horse-drawn coaches, people
travelled a long way to visit the tunnel, but this was not enough to make the tunnel a financial success. It had cost over
£500,000 to complete which in those days was a considerable amount of money. However, even though it attracted about
2 million people each year, each person only paid a penny to use it. The aim had been for the tunnel to be used by
wheeled vehicles to transport cargo so that it could bring in a profit. But this failed and the tunnel eventually became
nothing more than a tourist attraction selling souvenirs. In 1865, the tunnel became part of the London Underground

railway system which continues to be its use today.

Are the following statements true, false or not given according to the information in the passage?

5 True = the statement matches the information in the passage.
» False = the statement contradicts the information in the passage.

* Not Given = the information is not found in the passage.

1. The Thames Tunnel was the first tunnel ever built under a river.

2. The Thames Tunnel was the Eighth Wonder of the World.

3. People were drawn from all over to see the Thames Tunnel.

4. The tunnel was used more by the middle and upper classes.

5. People were able to travel by sea or land in those days.

6. The aim of the tunnel was to turn a profit as a tournist attraction.

/. Statues of the tunnel could be bought as souvenirs.

8. The tunnel is no longer used as a pedestrian walkway to cross the river.

Passage: Beethoven

Composer Ludwig van Beethoven was born on or near December 16, 1770, in Bonn,
Germany. He 1s widely considered the greatest composer of all time. Sometime
between the births of his two younger brothers, Beethoven's father began teaching
him music with an extraordinary rigour and brutality that affected him for the rest
of his life. On a near daily basis, Beethoven was flogged, locked in the cellar and
deprived of sleep for extra hours of practice. He studied the violin and clavier with
his father as well as taking additional lessons from organists around town.
Beethoven was a prodigiously talented musician from his earliest days and
displaved flashes of the creative imagination that would eventually reach farther

than any composer’s before or since.



In 1804, only weeks after Napoleon proclaimed himself Emperor, Beethoven
debuted his Symphony No. 3 in Napoleon's henor. It was his grandest and most
original work to date — so unlike anything heard before that through weeks of
rehearsal, the musicians could not figure out how to play it. At the same time ashe
was composing these great and imumortal works, Beethoven was struggling to
come to terms with a shocking and terrible fact, one that he tried desperately to
conceal. He was going deaf. At the turn of the century, Beethoven struggled to

make out the words spoken to him in conversation.

Despite his extraordinary output of beautiful music, Beethoven was frequently
miserable throughout his adult life. Beethoven died on March 26, 1827, at the age
of 56.

Questions 1-7
Decide if the following questions are true, false or not given.

- In China, SPAM text messaging is a successful business.

. People’s phone numbers are collected through the use of technology which cannot be readily bought.

L B

. In no other country do people receive more Spam texts than in China.
4. In 2013, the number of SPAM texts increased considerably to reach 300 billion.
5. The majority of all texts received in Shanghai and Beijing are SPAM.

L

In 2011, Americans sent more texts than anywhere else in the world.

¥ Vocabulary
= intense = strong / extreme
= roaring business = successful business / booming business
® residential = suburban
= gadget = device
® harvest information = collect / gather
» sprinkling = smattering
= counterparts = equals / colleagues
= spam messages = junk messages

= digits = numbers / numerals



