Political system

Pre-reading

1) Match these terms with their definitions. Use a dictionary to

help you if necessary:

a) president

b) constituency

¢) parliament

d) election

e) budget

f) chamber

g) embassy

1. an official statement made once a year that gives
details of what a government plans to spend and how it
intends to collect the money needed

2. when people vote to choose a representative to take an
official (esp. political) position

3. an organization that makes important decisions, or the
room or building where 1t meets

4. the leader, and often also ruler or chief governing
official, of many modern states that do not have a king or
queen

5. any of the areas of a country that elects a representative
to a parliament

6. the group of people who are elected to make and
change the laws of a country

7. the official building used by a group of officials, led by
Ambassador, who are sent by a government to live in a
foreign country for the purpose of keeping good relations
with its government



Vocabulary of the topic:

”ﬂ’))legis]ative branch
executive branch
[q@judicial branch

P the Supreme Court

P the Verkhovna Rada (the
Supreme Council)

<) compulsory
) by secret ballot
“(l’gmmzilucm‘y
<) appointment
Pjudicial body

”(l’)) the Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine

) determined by law
W national emblem
Pstate flag

”:]’Dn;liiunul anthem

Mto sign agreements and treaties

“ﬂ}))embassy

3aKOHO/1aBYa I'lJIKa (BJ1aau)
BUKOHaBYa ruika (Bjiajim)
Cy/ioBa riujika (Biajan)
BepxoBnuii Cya

Bepxosna Pana
MPUMYCOBUI, 000B’SI3KOBU
TAEMHHUM TI'OJIOCYBAHHAM
BUOOpUMii OKpyT, BUOOPLII
NpU3HAYCHHS (Ha 110cajuy)
CYJOBUM Opras

["'onoBHOKOMaH1yBa4 30poiHUX
Cun Ykpainu

BHU3HAYCHUH 3aKOHOM

repo

JIEpKABHUM T1parop
HaL[lOHAJILHUH I'IMH
MiMUCYBATH YTOJIU i JIOTOBOPH

NOCOJIbCTBO, IPCACTABHHUIITBO



Reading

Read the text. Pay attention to the words and word combinations in
bold and marked by colours.

Ukraine

Ukraine is one of the largest countries in Europe. Its area is
603,700 sq. km. About 45 million people live in Ukraine. It is
situated in the Eastern Europe. It borders on Belarus, Hungary,
Moldova, Romania, Poland, the Russian Federation and Slovakia. In
the South it 1s washed by the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. So it
has very important ports.

The territory of Ukraine is mainly flat, but the Carpathians and
the Crimean mountains make up 5% of its area. The major rivers are
the Dnieper, the Dniester, the Bug and the Donets. The Dnieper is the
third longest river in Europe, which divides the country into left bank
and right bank territories.

There are many large cities in Ukraine, among them: Kyiv (the
capital of Ukraine), Kharkiv (the first capital of Ukraine, and its
second largest city), Dnipro (an important metallurgical center), Lviv
(a scientific and cultural center) and many others.

The geographical position of Ukraine is very favourable for the
development of its industry and agriculture.

Ukraine 1s divided into 24 administrative regions and the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

On the 24th of August 1991 Ukraine declared its independence.
Nowadays Ukraine is a sovereign, democratic, unitary state with
presidential and parliamentary form of government. It has its own
national emblem, state flag and anthem. The political system of
Ukraine, its home and foreign policy, rights and duties of its citizens



are established and guaranteed by the Constitution adopted on June
28, 1996.

The government are divided into three branches — the
legislative, the executive and the judicial.

The President is the head of the state and is elected by majority
vote for a five year term. He is the guarantor of state sovereignty, the
territorial integrity of Ukraine, human rights and freedoms. He is also
the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

The Verkhovna Rada (the Supreme Council or Parliament) of
Ukraine 1s the sole legislative body.

The main function of the Verkhovna Rada is making laws, It
has one chamber and consists of 450 people’s deputies. They are
elected at general and direct elections every four years. Voting,
which is not compulsory, is by secret ballot and from the age of 18.

The highest body of the executive power is the Cabinet of
Ministers. It is responsible to the President and accountable to the
Verkhovna Rada. The Cabinet carries out domestic and foreign
policy of the state. The Prime Minister heads the Cabinet. He is
nominated by the President and is to be approved by the Verkhovna
Rada. There are also local bodies of executive power.

Judicial power in Ukraine belongs to the Constitutional Court
and courts of general jurisdiction. The Supreme Court of Ukraine is
the highest judicial body of general jurisdiction. The Constitutional
Court has exclusive constitutional jurisdiction in Ukraine.

Being a sovereign state, Ukraine establishes new relations with
the countries throughout the world. It sets direct contacts with many
foreign countries signing agreements and treaties, participates in the
work of many international organizations. As a result, there are a lot
of foreign embassies in its capital.



Post reading tasks
L. Please answer the questions

1.Since what time has Ukraine become independent?

2.What kind of state is Ukraine nowadays?

3.What three branches is the government divided into?

4.How 1s the President elected in Ukraine?

5.What are the main functions of the Verkhovna Rada?

6.What is the territorial structure in Ukraine?

7.What is the highest judicial body of general jurisdiction in
Ukraine?

II. In the following sentences supply the articles (A, AN, or THE) if
necessary. If not necessary, leave the space blank:

A. Following (1) Declaration of Independence, the blue and
yellow flag was adopted as (2) national flag.



B.On our trip to (3) Ukraine, we crossed (4) Black
Sea.

C.Rita entered (5) National Law Academy of (6)

Ukraine named after (7) Yaroslav (8) Wise.

D. (9) Queen Elizabeth 1II is (10) monarch of
(11) Great Britain.

E. (12) Crimean Mountains stretch for about 150 km.

F. (13) Crimea is (14) peninsula located in
(15) south of our country.

G. (16) capital of (17) Ukraine is one of

(18) oldest and (19) most charming city in (20)

Europe — (21) Kyiv, which is situated on the hills

along (22) Dnieper.

H.On (23) June 16, 1990, (24) Supreme Council of
(25) Ukraine passed (26) Declaration of

(27) State Sovereignty.

I1l. Fill each of the numbered blanks in the sentences with one
suitable preposition:

In the North Ukraine borders Belarus. Ukraine is washed
the Sea of Azov. Ukraine is divided 24 regions and
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. Nowadays Ukraine is a
democratic state ruled the law. The state power of Ukraine
is based the division of powers and consists three
branches: legislative, executive and judicial. According
their everlasting dream the Ukrainian people voted the
independence of the country and the 24th August,
1991 Ukraine became an independent state. The Autonomous



Republic of Crimea is included Ukraine’s territorial

structure and Sevastopol possesses a special status determined
law. Parliamentary elections take place every 4 years
the last week of March.

1V. Translate the following sentences into English:

1.Vkpaina po3raioBaHa Ha MIBJAECHHOMY cXO0j1 €BpoIM 1 MEKye 3
Pociiicekoro  ®epneparticro, Mongosorw, PymyHi€w0 Ta IHIIUMHU
KpalHaMH.

2.YKkpaiHa Ma€ CBOI TEpUTOpIO, Yypsijl, HalUlOHAIBHHHA repo,
Jiep KaBHUI Mparop Ta riMH.

3.3aKkoH0/1aBua BJIa/1a HAJIEKUTH MAPIaAMEHTY.

4.JlepxaBHUM yCTpiit — [PE3UICHTChKO-NAPJIaMEHTChKa
pecnyOIIiKa.

5.BukonaBua Bnaza Hanexxkuth Ypsaaosi abo Kabinery Minictpis,
axuM kepye [Ipem’ep miHicTp.

6.'moBa nepxaBH OOMPAETHCS 3arajlbHUM TA€EMHUM T'OJIOCYBaHHAM
CTPOKOM Ha 5 pOKIB.




7.B Vkpaini 24 aaminicTpatuBHI periond 1 ABToHoMHa Pecry0Oiiika
Kpum.

8. JlHInpo — o/Ha 3 HaWIOBLIMX piK €BpPONM Ta OJHE 3 I'OJIOBHHUX
JUKepel T1IpOeHeprii 1eprKaBH.

9.I'eorpagiune posramyBaHHsS YKpaiHU JIy)Ke€ CHPHUSITIUBE IS
PO3BUTKY BIJTHOCHH 13 KpaiHaMu €BpOIY 1 BCHOTO CBITY.

10.ITpe3unent Ykpainu € ['onoBHOkoMaHjyBadeM 30porHHX Cui
YKpainu.




