» Reading

1a What is a ‘genius’? Write a definition. Then write a list of people that you think are geniuses.
1b SPEAKING Work with a partner. Compare your definition and lists. Are they similar?

2 Read the text. What is the main message of the text?
3 Read the text again and choose the

A What makes a gen'usr'?

1
v of Music

a started before the cther
viglinists,

b practised the same s the other
wvialinists between the ages of
five and eight

¢ were 50 good that they didn't
need to spend as much time
playing as the other violinists.

At the Academy ' ) practiss more than everyone else. Six hours @ week by a

a some great viclinists didn't week by age fourteen, until by the age of twenty the
practise much, veek. By then, the efite performers had all totalled 10,000

b some violinists played for hours & course of their lives. The good but not great students had totalled 8,000 hours, and the
and hours but weren't very 2 ¢ ,000 hours.
good. he s thing about Ericsson's study is that he and his colleagues couldn't find an

c the level of the musicians ! - musicians who could float effortiessly to the top while practising much
seermed to depend on the ;. They didn't find ‘grin t.fthﬂr DED ||:-Ic w‘hﬂ worked hardf:r than wcr',.rmc
amount of time they practised. 't get info the top

The writer is suggesting that Mozart

Was

a good but he needed to practise
alona time to be areat, : d apz dies ct, rese c_hw have dqrred m.vma!thr

i 5 000 hours. ‘In study after study, of comp
ters, concert pianists, chess players, w

5 Up again and again.'

b abways a brilliant musician and
composer, starting at a very
young age.

¢ great because his father helped : 2N o a we think of as prodigies. Mozart, for example
him to write music



5 father probably wrote down alf the earfiest pieces, and per mproved

4 The writer thinks that Bill Gates' story enerally agrea that Mozart didn't write his first masterwork until he
a isamazing because he created was twes ne; by that time he had already been composing

a small business which became

globally famaous. i i
d i need parents who are encouraging a

b shows that you need to be be poor, because thera won't be enough time in the day to p
determined and assertive to 35 money,

become successful.

€ iseasy 1o understand because it
follows the theory explained in
this article.

g, an enormous amount of time.

5 The wiiter suggests thart to become

successful

a apart from practice, the year you
were born is important

b thereis a perfect age, for
example in your early twenties,

¢ you can't still be studying at
school.

| Guess the meaning of the

5 SPEAKING What about you?

The text suggests that to be a genius you need to work hard and have opportunities. Do you
agree! How important is natural talent?




