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An Interview with Dr. Park Byeong-seon
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The person / behind this return / is Dr. Park Byeong-seon, a historian f who spent her whole life tishind :H-;HOI
searching f for Korean national treasures abroad. return ; B8t
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Can you tell me / how you became interested in Uigwe
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Dr. Park: : .o
| studied history in college. history : AA
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i went to France / to contmue my studles f |n 1955
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As you know, f the French army took many of our national treasures in 1866. as you know : CHAIT]
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You found 297 books of Uigwe f in the National Library of France, in Paris.
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As soon as | became a researcher at the National Labrary in 1967, f | began to Ioc:k for Uigwe.
7 s e cmmennn| rES@Archer + GRS
look for : &CH
He 19670 SR =AM ( Yol slxtorxt / X ol & &7] AIEo|e.
After 10 years, in 1977, _, | finally found the books.
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9 I'm sure / you were very excited / when you found the books.
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| thought / that the books should be returned to Korea, f but my bosses at the library didn't like
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12 They even thought / that | was a Korean spy / and fired me. :;an ;i:;;?
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After that, / | had to go to the library as a visitar, f 50 it was not easy to do research on Uigwe.
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However, | didn’t give up.
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For more than ten years, f | went to the library every day / to finish my research.

101 o4 B¢, [ Me ofY =M 2ole [ M A8 ( ) 15H.

give up : Z7|8}C}

15

| wanted to show people the value of
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Many Koreans became mterested in Ufgmf because Of your book
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Dr. Park:
ves. / 1n 1992, the Korean government asked the French government for its return / and, finally, the ™
297 books are here now. 9 :
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Before | finish this interview, / I'd like to ask you about .ﬁb‘.ﬁ a book / that changed the
history of printing.
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Dr. Park:
| found it in my first year at the lbrary.

Dr. Park:

228 A

M ( ol M sfol OIS wURoe.

| knew right away / that it was wvery special.
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1 worked hard / to prove 1ts value f and flnally succeeded
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| prove :

At a book exhibition in Paris in 1972, f Jikji was displayed / as the O'dest bOOk in the
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Dr. Park, / thanks to your hard work, f Jikji and Uigwe were found, f and all Koreans thank you for
that, thanks to : ~E&0]
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Dr. Park:

| hope f people will become more interested in our national treasures abroad f and work for their
return.
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