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TOURIST ACTIVITIES
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may not use.

®go sightseeing: going to see any places
of interest. These may be historic or
popular sites.

@ take a walking tour: Some guidebooks
provide walking tour information so that
tourists may independently walk through

a neighborhood and read about the
features of the area as they walk along.

For a fee, many tourist agencies also
provide guided walking tours that local
guides conduct.

@take a bus tour: a tour of an area on
a bus with the bus driver or an official
guide explaining the sights as they

pass by.

@ exchange money: Most international
tourists need to exchange their own
currency into the local currency. Some
tourists carry traveler's checks, which
are guaranteed if they are |ost or stolen.
It's possible to exchange these checks
for the local currency in banks, hotels,
and special money exchange businesses.
Other tourists use their ATM cards to
withdraw money from their home bank
accounts in the local currency.

@ buy souvenirs: Souvenir is the French
word for memory. In English, it means

a small object that reminds a person of

a place he or she visited. In areas that
attract a lot of tourists, there are many
souvenir stands or gift shops.

@mail some postcards: In the US, it's
possible to buy stamps in a post office
and in some gift shops and supermarkets.

@ make a restaurant reservation: Better
restaurants recommend or require
reservations in advance of the meal.
However, some very popular restaurants
don’t take reservations because they

don’t want to reserve space that people

This is a typical conversation for making a
reservation:

A. Riverside Restaurant. May | help you?

B. Yes. I'd like to make a reservation for 7:00
tonight.

A. 7:007? Certainly. How many people are in
your party?

B. Two.

rent a car: In order to rent a car, the
driver must have a valid driver’s license
and must buy some insurance coverage

if that person doesn't already have car
insurance,

get tickets for a show/concert: Tourists
can buy tickets for a show or concert directly from
the box office of the theater or through the
concierge in their hotel. They may also buy tickets
themselves through a telephone office such as
Ticket Master, which charges a fee for every ticket.

@ go to a health club/fitness club: Many
hotels have their own health clubs. Those
hotels that don’t have them on the
premises sometimes offer their patrons
day passes to local health or fi tness clubs.

@ go to an Internet cafe: An Internet cafe

(or cybercafe) is a place where patrons can

use a computer with Internet access for a fee,
usually per hour or minute. It may or may not be a
regular cafe as well that serves food and drinks.
These cafes are located worldwide, and most
people use them when traveling to access web-
mail and instant messages in order to keep in
touch with family and friends.

go to a club: also called a night club.

Night clubs offer dancing, light food, alcoholic
drinks, and occasionally karaoke. In the United
States, to enter a night club, every guest must be
able to show identifi cation that proves that he or
she is over the legal drinking age (21 years old

in most states).
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