Listening activity- Personality

Listen to the recording and follow the conversation transcript and answer the questions:

H=

H:

Helen, D = Danlel

HI Danlel. Have you flnlshed dolng your essay? | want to show you something ...
just flve minutes ... It won't take long.

Yes, sure. I've declded not to do my essay now, actually. It's really difflcult and
Michael has offered to help me later. What do you want to do?

Well, erm ... | want to look at the shape of your fingers.

What? ... Why?

I'm golng to tell you about your personallity.

Oh ... hmm ... I'm not sure about that. What are you going to say about me?! You
have to promlse to be nlce!

Well, we'll see what your fingers say!

Oh, OK ... why not? | enjoy dolng this kind of thing actually. So, where do we
start?

OK, well, erm ... there are three maln things to look at.

Mmm ...

Flrst, there’s the length of your fingers, Peaple with long, slim fingers are qulte
sensltlve. People with shorter, thicker fingers, llke yours, are more open. They
talk about thelr feellngs more. So, you're qulte an open person ...

No, I'm not sure about that ... Actually, | don’t think I'm very open. | think | avold
telling people about my feellngs most of the time ... . In fact, | don't think | talk
about my feellngs much at all.

Yes, you do ...

| don’t think so, really ... only to really close famlly and frlends. | mean, I'd never
even conslder showlng my feelings to someone | dldn't know.

No, well, obvlously not ... but you seem to be qulte open wlth people you know -
that's what | mean.

Well ... I'm really not sure - but let's move on. What else then?

Well, secondly, there's the shape of your flngers. Are your fingers stralght?

Erm ... yes ... | think they are qulte stralght.

Ermm ... that means you're organlsed. Is that true?

Yes. | think that's true about me. | mean, especlally with wrlting essays and
things ... I'm very organlsed. You can't afford to be dlsorganlsed really. There's so
much work at unlversity ... It all plles up If you're not organised about it.

\



H: Yes...

D: So, yousald I’'m open, organlsed ... OK ... what else?

H: Well, flnally, the thumb Is very Important. Let’s see how long your thumb Is ...

D: Hmm ... | think It's qulte long.

H: Well, a long thurmb means you're ambltious. You know, you really want to be
successful In what you do. You've got qulte a long thumb, so | guess you're quite
ambltlous.

D: That's absolutely right! | think | am ambltlous ... yes. Hmmm ... not bad ... you
sald I'm ambltious, yes, organlsed, yes ... and open, well, I'm stlll not sure about
that one .., but not bad, | suppose,

H: Mmm ... | think that's qulte accurate, actually.

D: OK, now It's your turn! Let me look at your hands ...

Material taken from New Total English Pre-intermediate by Pearson.

1. They talk about three main aspects; the and

of the fingers and how long was the

finger.
2. According to Helen, people with short fingers are open. True False
3. Are Daniel’s fingers straight or crooked?
4. Which two adjectives match with Daniel’s personality?
and




