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Step 4 My School is Better

Functions

1. Disagreeing and contradicting politely. Complete the dialogues with B's replies a)-f).

a) Idon't agree. I'm half asleep in the morning. I'd miss the subjects I like best.
b) Perhaps, but nobody would do boring subjects

¢) No, they aren't. We have modern computers, an art room, a music room ...
d) I'm not so sure. Films and computers aren't my idea of an ideal school.

¢) Not necessarily. For one thing, the exams were different a few vears ago.

f) Not really. We only do four subjects after the age 16.

(1) A: I wish we had all fun subjects in the morning and all the boring ones later.
B: I don't agree. I'm half asleep in the morning. I'd miss the subjects I like best.

(2) A: We would get better exam results if we did more past papers.
T v A B e R R e R TS

(3) A:1think the facilities at our school are poor.
- LS

(4) A: Don't you think that we do too many subjects?
B ok R A A R A R SRR AR 000

(5) A: My ideal school would have all the lessons taught on video or computer.
BB oo B S TR S A AR R R R T R R

(6) A: At my ideal school you would only do the subjects you were interested in.

B. .........................................................................................

2. Disagree with these opinions. Give reasons.

1. We should not have a school choir because singing is not a subject.
I don’t agree. We learn a lot in the choir and have fun too.
2. State schools are better for teenagers than private boarding schools.
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Vocabulary

3. Choose the correct option.

1.
a)

10.

a)

11.

a)

12.

a)

13.

a)

14
a)

15.

a)

In my school there were lots of after-school activities you could ...... g

set up b) take up ¢) fall behind
Haven’t you finished the project yet? You are always ...... studying for weeks!
putting off b) going over ¢) going on

John liked English at school so much that he ...... study Linguistics at university.
caught up with b) got on with ¢) went on to
Milly often gets ill, so she usually ...... with her work.

falls behind b) setsup ¢) gets together

We had free afternoons when my friends and I could ...... .

put off b) go over c) get together
s a school radio station.
set up b) put off ¢) fell behind
I haven’t caught the new grammar. [ have to ...... it again.
go over b) go into c) get together

. Students of a boarding school are usually allowed to ...... town at weekends.
take up b) put off ¢) gointo
Studying at a high school isn’t easy. Students often ...... their work at weekends.
go into b) goonto ¢) catch up with
R tennis - there was a club after school.
went over b) fell behind ¢) took up
My classmates ...... music, but I'm interested in sport.
are into b) goonto ¢) get on with
If you ...... your work, you were OK. Unfortunately, I didn’t.
were into b) went on to c¢) goton with
My friend Bobby ...... the school’s first web page.
took up b) setup ¢) put off

. Mr Green is a great teacher. He ...... the teachers and all the students.

catches up with b) goes on to ¢) gets on with
Unfortunately, after finishing school we don’t ...... often.

fall behind b) are into c) get together
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4. Put the correct form of the multi-part verb in the text.

fall behind « go over « take up * get on with * go on to * put off « get together »
catch up with

NG 5 0T () 1 with my work because I was ill and away from school. I tried
t0(2) ...ceovieieninennn..... everything in all the subjects. One teacher who helped me a lot was
Mrs Simpkins. She (3) ......cocoviininninnnn. everything in her subject (English). That was fine,
butl1(4) .o, the work for science. I just didn't do it Again. Mrs Simpkins
helped me. She said we could (5) ......................... after school every Monday and I could
show her my work. Sometimes I hadn't done the work. I was afraid to start. But Mrs Simpkins
just sat in the library while [ (6) ..... T R A it. In the end I finished the science | had
missedand (7) ..coooviviiiiiiiiiinnins do some extra work. I don’t think I'll ever (8)

......................... science as a hobby or do it at university but I'm not afraid of it now. And
that's thanks to Mrs Simpkins.

Grammar (Review. Articles)

5. Read the text and fill in the article (a, an, the, no article).

My children went to (1) ...... private school only when we were in (2) ...... Japan, because there
was no alternative. So they went to (3) ...... international school, (4) ...... private one. | worked
at(5) ...... boarding schools. I know (6) ...... advantages and disadvantages of (7) ......
boarding schools. And I think although I personally happened to have gone to (8) ...... boarding
schools just for (9) ...... sport - [ was interested in sport — I didn't think it was good for my
(10})...... children. I didn't want to send them there because of (11) ...... long-term
psychological damage I've seen done to many students in (12) ...... private schools. I think it’s
rather (13) ...... elite system that we have (14) ...... Britain, and I wanted them to socialise with
everyone in (15) ...... village, from all socio-economic backgrounds.




