A cleft sentence is a sentence in which some part is moved from its normal position into a different place to
give it more empinasis. Sometimes there's a particular part of a sentence that you really want to stress. It mighl

be because it's new information or because it's the most interesting or important part of a sentence. One way of
giving emphasis is bg changing the structure of a sentence and using snmething called a cleft sentence.

I. "What' cleft sentences
You can use a 'what' cleft to draw attention to the most interesting or important part. Compare these
sentences:

Normal sentence structure

. We gof to our hotel and realised that our room had been double booked.
. They moved us to a different hotel.
. He offered us another week there for free.

With emphasis using ‘what’

What happmad was we got to the hotel and realised that our room had been double booked.
What they did was move us to another hotel.
What he did was offer us another week there for free.

1. Structure - Emphasising the noun

What + understood information + is was + emphasis

. What I hated most was the insects everywhere.

2. Structure - Emphasising the verb

What/All * subject + do/does/did + is/was * verb

. What they did was move us to another town.

3. Structure - Emphasising the whole sentence

What happens/happened * is/was * clause

. What happened was we got to the hotel and realised that our room had been double booked.



% Cleft sentences with what
Read what these people say about Lovely. Rewrite the
comments.
1 Idon't undarstand how anyone can just start their own
country.
What | don't understand is how anyone can just start
thelr oWwnGountEy. . o oo
2 Lovely has a bigger population than some real” countries.
It's amazing.
What's
3 Wallace’s visit to Death Row sounds weird.
What | find
4 The first thing I'd do with a new country is make myself
president.
What I'd )
5 He wasn't accepted into the United Natiors. That's the
disappointing thing.
What's
6 | think people should stop inventing new countries and
concentrate on making things better in the real ones.

What | think

'It' cleft sentences
You can use an 'it' cleft to draw attention to the most inl:eres{ing or important part. Compure these two

sentences:

. Rob ate my biscuits.
o s Rt it my Bkt

In the second sentence, we are focussing on the fact that Rob did this. It wasn't ancther person.

Structure
It + is/was + ernphclsis # (that) + rest of message
. It was Rob that/who ate my biscuits. (not Catherine)
. It was my biscuits that Rob ate. (not my sandwiches)
. It was 3esferday that Rob ate my biscuits. (not todm\.’)

We can also use this structure in the Present tense:

. It is me that/who does all the work.



Put the words in order to make replies.

1 A: Soyou're saying you don't believe the government.
B: that / government / I'm / what/ is / No / | # trust
7 saying / the / don't
government.
2 A: Did Donna tell you?
B: it/ Jim~ was / told # No 7 us # who

3 A: 50 you were confused by the film.
B: film # what / of / confused / the / No / was /
ending / the / me

4 A: And then she said some things that upset you?
B: upset/ was # No ./ didn't / me / things / the /
what / she / say

5 A: Didn't Jim fail his driving test?
B: Mo / failed / it / his / who / brather / was / it "
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6 A: Did you find the listening test difficul? AT 2R \ ‘gt
B: |/ what / exam / difficult / found / was / No / A £ AN A e AL
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