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Reading

Identifying Theme

Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your angwer. Remember, a theme is
a lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences.

1. Derck was doing his homewark en his computer ane night when he saw an ad banner for a free Gamebox
9000, He clicked on the ad with great interest and was taken tc a webpage with details about the offer. It
seemed simple enough. All he had to do was post some content to his social networking pages and complete
a few offers. Derck didn't really approve of the content that he was required to share, but he really wanted the
new Gamebox. so he shared the required links with all of his friends and family. Then Derck began
completing the offers. The offers were organized info three tiers. According 1o the website, he had to
complete three offers in each tier and then he weuld get his Gamebox for free. So Derek started completing
the ofters in the first ticr, which required him to create accounts on a bunch of websites that he had no
interest in joining. He completed the first tier in a couple of haurs and he was really getting excited about
getling a free Gamebox 9000. The sccond tier required Derck Lo become a member at more websiles and to
get three of his friends to sign up to the program. Signing up to the websites was pretty easy (though time
consuming), but getting his friends to participate in the program was muoch harder. Most of them warned
Derck that he was falling for a scam, but Derck finallv found three freshman whe agreed to participate.
Derck was pumped. Unfortunately, the third tier required him to sign up for satellitc television service,
change his phone serviee provider, and get approved for several credit cards, Derek [inally did what he
should have dong from the beginning and walked away from these offers.

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads vou to believe this?

2. Nicole was hesitant to lend Lia her tea set. Though the tea set was not worth much money, it had been in
the family for a long time and was pretty much irreplaceable. But Lia was persistent and since she was a dear
friend. Nicole relented and agreed to lend her the tea set. As Nicole had feared, Lia did not handle the tea sct
with the same care that Nicole would have and consequently Lia broke or damaged several of (he pieces.
When Nicole asked for her tea set, LLia stalled, "Uh... I forgot it at my cousin's house. I'll get it later this
week. I'm so sorry." Lia figured that she could run cut and replace the missing picces. When she got arcund
to doing so, Lia was disappointed to find that no stores carried the antique tea set. So Lia purchased a brand
new lea sel, much more expensive than the old set. She then threw out the rest of Nicole's old tea set Lo hide
the evidence of her irrespansibility. When Lia presented Nicole with the new tea set, Nicole was extremely
disappointed and Lia did not understand why, "Look, Nicole, mv congin lost your tea set. | mean, he's still
looking for it but it's probably gone, but this tea set is much nicer.” When Nicole did not accept the new tea
sel, Lia shook her head in disgust and told herself, "Some people don’t appreciate anything."

What is the theme of the story?

What happens in the story that leads vou to believe this?




