Basic Word Order in English — Rules

The English language has a quite strict word order. It is important to put the words — or group of

words ~ in the right place in the sentence, because it makes it much easier to understand what
you want to say if you keep to the rules. So here they are — with explanations in Swedish.

Fundament | Subjekt Predikat | Adverbial | Predikat Objekt Satts- Rums- Tids-
adverbial | adverbial adverbial
Questions | v fkommer | Vewpmdpile | Vadgse Firin clet Andra {och Venfwdpilln | Hurkinder | Varhinder det? | Nir hinder det?
fore subickiet? gor nigof? subjelctet? (et | smiord som treclie] verbet piverkas av elet?
(Tops: Det ar ellerflraverh | iincrar placeras hart det subjektet
qﬂ.l elt L mith meringens gon?
adverbial) fidsform) betydelse?
Old Nick bought a pair of in Are yesterday.
skies
Yesterday | Nick bought a pair of in Are.
skies —
In Are, Nick, the bought a pair of
famous ski skies. —
star,
He bought a pair of yesterday.
skies
In the he always has? lessons on a red ski '
morning slope.
He will not practice many in the this winter.
times Swedish ski
resort
called Are
After he usually meets! an old at the bar. —
dinner friend

Sa har ser den grundlaggande ordfdljden i engelskan ut:

Bdrja med (=var?) eller (-nir?) eller ingenting alls.

Fortsatt sedan med vemvad vilka?) som kan vara ett eller flera

namn (+ eventuella ord som ger mer information) eller ett pronomen.

Sen kan du skriva ett om du behdver ett sadant for att modifiera

(=andra lite pa) meningens betydelse. Las dock langs ner pa sidan om ordféljden forst.

Nar du ar klar med det funderar du ut ett eller flera (=verb) och ser till
att det/de star i ratt tidsform (tempus).

Efter det foljer ofta ett (~vem/vad villa?) som ocksa kan besta av ett

eller flera namn + eventuella ord som ger mer information.

Meningen kan sedan avslutas med en punkt, och/eller (~hur?) och/eller

(=var?) och/eller (=ndr?}.

Obs: Om meningen bérjar med (var?) eller (-ni?) ska du inte skriva dessa ord en gang till.




Word order exercises

Exercises

A. Put the sentences in the correct order

1. Help / my friends / I / with their homework

2. make / people / laugh / when they are sad/ I

3. talk / to my friends / on the phone / I

4, do sports / I / at the weekends / not / do

5. play / I/ a musical instrument / in the evening

6. do / the housework / I / for my parents

7. shy / not / when I meet / new people / I am

8. [/ exercise / how [ you [ do / often / ?

9. your / how / best friend fold fis / ?

10. have / many / you / brother and sisters / how / got / ?

11, home work / last night / how / you / did / much /do / ?

12. you / the / often / do / cinema / go / to / how / ?




13.'r'ny best friend / next to me / is sitting

14, not / I / wearing / am / something blue

15, raining /it / not / is

16. standing / is / behind me / My teacher

17. watching TV / we [/ not / are

18. with a pencil / not / I am / writing

19, playing / my friends / football / not / are

20. the ¢cinema / 1/ geing / am / to / not

21. Solar system / the eighth planet / is / Neptune / in our

22 . to Lendon / go / I/ want to

23. my favourite city / is / Barcelona

24. in Sydney / for a week / we / were

25, 26 years old / is / Caroline




IMPORTANT: Adverbs of frequency needs attention.

Read here about how to do with the word order and position when you have such adverbs
in your sentences.

An adverb of frequency can go: He always goes to work by bus.
before the main verb They never go on holiday in winter.

John is often absent from lessons.
after the verb be (am, are, is, was, were) They were usually on time.

You should always turn the electricity off.
after modal verbs (should, can, could, etc.) My baoss can never remember my name.

Sometimes and occasionally an adverb of Sometimes she is late.
frequency can go in the front, middle or end She is sometimes late.
position of a sentence. She is late sometimes.



